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Dear Departed : DR. RADHANATH RATH 


Messages of profound condolences on the sad 
demise of Dr. Radhanath Rath 


12th LOK SABHA ELECTIONS & ORISSA 


Performance of Political Parties in Orissa 


(A Resume of three previous elections to 
LOK SABHA) 


Parliamentary Constituencies with Assembly 
# Segments. 


Summary Revision of Electoral Roll 1998 
(Parliamentary Constituencywise.) 


List of Contesting Candidates in connection ch oie 1 
with the General Elections to Lok Sabha, 1998. 


List of Returning Officers, Constituencywise. 


List of General Observers for 12th Lok Sabha 2 Ea 17 
Elections. 


List of Expenditure Observers. 


A profile of performance of Political Parties in 
Orissa in the Elections to the Eleventh Lok 
Sabha, 1996. 


The Epic Struggle and After : The Heroes 

and Lesser Mortals Mrs. Minati Panda x: 20 

Incendiarism in Orissa : An event of 
Non-Cooperation Movement-1921 
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Baji Rout, Nata 
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Panchayat Finance 
State Finance Com 


Government 


-The Tasks before the 
mission and State 


Debendra Kumar Jena 
| A Brief History of the Hirakud Dam Project Dr. H. K. Mohapatra 
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Dr. Radhanath Rath. 
(On his flight to the heavenly abode) 
12 February, 1998 Thursda 
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Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik felicitating ose if 
Dr. Radhanath Rath during the State-level Centenary H 


n 
floral wreathe on the mortal remains of 
Centenarian Dr. Radhanath Rath. ~ 


4 a 
" | deeply mourn the sad demise of Dr. Radhanath 

inent son of Mother India, the oldest among the 
‘ean USUNTaIBLS and Editors of India, a great Freedom Fighter 
and SocialWorker, a peerless Campaigner for the moral values 
in public life, a successful political leader and administrator. 
Orissa became extremely poorer by his passing. A Centenarian, 
he was the living history of Orissa of the present century. His 
place asa Journalist, and Fighter for great causes, and eminent 
Leader of the State can never be filled. My heart-felt F 
condolences to his bereaved family and respectful tributes to 


the departed soul". 


— JANAKI BALLAV PATNAIK 
Chief Minister 
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Messages of 
Profound condolences on the sad demise 
of Dr. Kadhanath Rath 


@ Shri K.V. Raghunath Reddy, 
Hon'ble Governor, Orissa. 


| am deeply grieved to hear of the sad demise of Dr. Radhanath Rath, a great son of Orissa. 


In his death, the Nation has lost a true Gandhian, a great freedom fighter, an eminent social 
worker and a veteran 


journalist. He was a living reminder of our Nation's epochal freedom struggle 
and our democratic Nation building endeavours in the post-Independence era. 


In this moment of grief, my heart goes out to the members of the bereaved family. 
May God rest his soul in peace. 


% Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik, 
Chief Minister. 


We salute the Eldest and the most Excellent. 


. learnt from his preceptor 
more merit than service to man in plight. 


He himself built up the institution of the 
a mother and sustained it alth 
owed much to his inestim 
almost a ten 


daily Samaj. He reared up the new-born Organisation like 
rough. As the premier Oriya newspaper its legacy of pride and glory 
able endeavour, sacrifice and Penance. The Samai j 


; + A aj in tk a Ss 
o Sapli ig which he nourished intoa assive tree. ! ginning 
At the all-Ind 


/ idia level, he Was one of the founder- 
Credit of becoming its President fora long tenure. 


members of the Lok Sevak Mandal and had the 


5a a Minister holding various lios i.e. 
which he handled very successfully. eee eae 
honesty and t 


and relentle 
forever, 


i 4 - © Was an inspirer f 
in aff £ Pirer for 
demise. altectionate ties for a long time. Mother Utkal is 


Mourning now on.his sad 
| offer my tearful Parting tributes to this venerable departed so 


ul. 


Excerpts of condolence — messages : 


® Shri Basant Kumar Biswal, 
Deputy Chief Minister. 
xxx With the demise of Dr. Radhanath Rath, Orissa witnessed the decline of an era. He was the 
foremost journalist, freedom fighter, a statesman, a legislator of repute, an administrator and above all 
a committed social worker. xxx His whole life was inspired by the precepts of Utkalmani Gopabandhu. 
He would be remembered forever for bringing succour to the distressed, hit by natural calamities. xxx 


Shri Hemananda Biswal, 
Deputy Chief Minister. 
With the death of centenarian Dr. Radhanath Rath, a luminous star in the realm of journalism was 
dislodged. The news of his death has shocked the people of Orissa. xxx His unceasing endeavour, 
dedicated service and unparalleled sacrifice would ever remain in the memory of the people and 
would be a source of inspiration for the future generation. xxx 


Shri Netrananda Mallick, 
Minister of State, I.& P.R. (Independent Charge) 

xxx Dr. Radhanath Rath could earn international acclaim by following journalism dauntlessly in 
right earnest for long seventyfive years. He was not merely the oldest editor but an astute statesman, 
scholarly, eloquent and a great freedom fighter. He has given a stamp of fearlessness by bringing into 
print all heinous acts of exploitation, bestiality and corruption right from the British regime to the Post- 


independence administration. xxx 


Shri Kanhu Charan Lenka, 
Minister, Transport 
ceaseless war for the benefit of Orissa and the Oriyas. The distinguished 


xx Dr. Rath waged a 
ow he did reach the distressed with relief materials at the hour of need when 


trait in his character was h 
people were hit by natural calamities. xxx 


® Shri Jagannath Patnaik, 
Minister of Revenue. 
The death of Dr. Radhanath Rath is extremely a bad news for the people of Orissa. During his life 
time, besides being an editor of repute, he could become an institution by intently associating himself 
in Orissa's political, social, economic and spiritual fields. The great void left behind by his demise 


would not probably be filled up in future. 


®% Shri Ulaka Rama Chandra ; 
ich Dr. Radhanath Rath had set in extending service and financial assistance 


xx The examples whi 
ought and other natural calamities are indeed unprecedented in the 


to the people hit by dr 
present era. Xxx 


Shri Kishore Chandra Patel, 
Minister, Forest & Public Enterprises 
ymbol of selfless service. He shall be remembered forever for his major 


xx Dr. Rath was a living $ ; ; 
ufferings of the destitute in the society. xxx 


contributions to redress the s 


Shri Durga Shankar Pattnaik, 
Minister, Labour & Employment 


xx The memory of Dr. Radhanath Rath would ever be cherished for his outstanding contributions 
to the formation of Orissa as a separate province, for his unceasing struggle to protect the interest of 
the Oriyas and for his timely despatch of succour to the people distressed by natural calamities. xxx 


Shri Niranjan Patnaik, 
' Minister, Industries, Textiles and Handioom. 


Dr. Rath was a legendary person. He was one of the front ranking leaders of India's struggle for 
freedom. He remained dedicated to Journalism for long seventyfive years and was the Editor of the 
Samaj. His death is a great loss to Orissa and to India as a whole. xxx His memory will remain 
always bright in the minds of the people and it will act as a beacon to the future generation. 


Shri Prasanna Kumar Dash, 
Minister, Environment and Science & Technology 


xx The help rendered and relief-work un: 
natural calamities on the 


from corruption, he fought 


dertaken by Dr. Radhanath Rath during the onslaught of 
people of Orissa would make him ever remembered. Distancing himself 
against corruption throughout his life. xxx 


Shri Bhagabat Prasad Mohanty, 
Minister, Planning & Coordination, and Higher Education. 


xx A lofty cultural edifice has just collapsed with the departure of Dr. Radhanath Rath who had 
n_noting down each morn, th 

irreparable loss, indeed in public life ! The jast flaming to 
blown off with the death of Dr. Rath wh 

headman to each Oriya family-now spe 


editor of the world, the fourth column of democrac 
irremediable. xx 


Shri Bhupinder Singh, 
Minister, Tourism & Culture. 


Xxx With the death of Dr. Radhanath Rath, a celebrity 
country, lost a dedicate 


d public Servant, who was an emi 


of profound wisdom, Oris 
activist, astute Statesma 


nent G 
Nand above all, a legendary personalit 


Sa, nay the whole 
andhian freedom fighter, a vigorous 


'Yy. XX 
Sk. Matlub Ali, 
Minister, Rural Development. 
With the death of Dr. Rath, Oriss i i 
¢ ; a lost an il i ined in hi 
commendable traits. This is an irreparable eee aera tes \igiieadti 


Shri Raghunath Patnaik, 
Minister, Law 


xx D Rat Was p) Obably t 1€ Only j r istin¢ e tid to hay et Malism unin er upted 
7 Y jou Nalist in hi world j i 
for lon seventyfi e years who b r ve taken tojou i I 
ig wy y 2 fe} idly Publis’ ed all acts of exploitatio io! e i tion al 4 
Be ti , Violenc and co upltl 


% Shri Habibulla Khan, 
Minister, Food Supplies & Consumer Welfare. 


xxx Dr. Radhanath Rath was probably the only person who could remain chief of a newspaper for 
long seventyfour years and could combat corruption, exploitation and maladministration both during 
the colonial rule and also during the post-independence period without caring for its 


CONSEQUENCES. XXX 


Shri Harihara Swain, 
Minister, Works 

xxx Dr. Rath was the emblem of erudition and glory. During his life time he was the living history 
of a century and will remain as a legend after death. xxx 


Shri Amarnath Pradhan, 
Minister of State, Urban Development (Independent Charge) 


xxx Dr. Rath could enshrine himself in the hearts of the rural and urban people for his uncommon 
personality, selfless social service and genuine humaneness. 


Shri Gajadhar Majhi, 
Minister of State, 
Welfare, Sports & Youth Services (Independent Charge). 
Dr. Radhanath Rath was the recepient of ANUBRATA award, a skilled statesman, a compassionate 


servant of the people, a dedicated journalist and an efficient organiser. xx His demise is a great loss 


for the state and the country as a whole. xxx 


Shri Jagannath Rout, 
Minister of State, Health and Family Welfare (Independent Charge) 


Centenarian Dr. Rath was a great friend of the poor and the destitute. He was one of the famed 


revolutionaries during India's freedom struggle, a life member of Lok Sevak Mandal and a man devoted 


to action. He could be compared to a great institution. 


Shri Jayadev Jena, 
Minister of State, School and Mass Education (Independent Charge) 


Dr. Rath was Orissa's pride and honour. His contributions and sacrifice for the reconstruction of 


Orissa would be ever cherished by the people. 


Shri Nagarjun Pradhan, 
Minister of State, Commerce (Independent Charge) 


xx Dr. Rath was a great patriot, a dauntless media person and a nationalist. His bold participation 
both in the freedom struggle and reconstruction of the nation is on record. He himself was his own 


adjective. xxx 


Shri Prakash Ch. Debta, 


Minister of State, Fisheries & A.R.D. (Independent Charge) 


xxx Dr. Rath was like Bhisma in the realm of journalism. He was a prudent and well-meaning 
statesman, a senior freedom fighter and a rare personality. He was a luminary in Orissa, nay, in the 
whole of India. xxx 
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® Shri Suresh Kumar Routray, 
Minister of State, Excise (Independent Charge) 
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xxx Dr. Rath was a great media person dedicated to truth, a proficient statesman, a great legislator 
and a distinguished social worker. Endowed with many a virtue, he himself was an institution. The high 
values which he has set would be a storehouse of inspiration for the futurity. xxx 


® Shri Nabin Chandra Narayan Das, 
Minister of State, Panchayati Raj 


Dr. Radhanath Rath would for ever be remembered for his ceasel 


ess fight against corruption and 
depravity in the society. xxx 


% Smt. Bijayalaxmi Sahoo, 
Minister of State, Women & Child Development 


xx | was shocked beyond measure when | heard the father-like figure Dr. Radhanath was no 
more.Whenever | came in contact with this legendary personality, | was taken aback by his sternness, 


devotion to truth and genuine affection. To me, he was verily an ever-flowing Ganges of 
inspiration. xxx 


% Shri Rabindra Kumar Sethi, 
Minister of State, Cooperation. 


This illustrious son of Orissa durin 


g his long march of life had remained resolute by thwarting all 
vicissitudes and had successfully’ stru 


ggled for the comprehensive development of Orissa. 
% Shri Ramakanta Mishra, 
Minister of State, Agriculture. 


xx Dr. Rath being influenced by Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu had leftthe G j d 
hy | Overnment job an 

joined the Satyabadi Press, By virtue of his dedication, commitment and endeavour, the Samaj could 
become a hosehold name. He could creat social awareness through his special column, the Jhitipiti 
Kahe (Thus speaks the Lizard) against Corruption and perversion. XXX 


% Shri Haladhara Karjee, 
Minister of State, Planning & Coordination 


xx Dr. Radhanath Rath 
economics, Spiritual re 
serving the People in 


poole journalism, could involve himself in the areas of Orissa's politics, 
generation. He used to have self-satisfaction w ity of 
anes hen he had the opportunity 


PR tttKtNQttttKt<h IN ORISSA REVIEW FEBRUARY 1998 SON 
TWELFTH LOKS@BHA ELECTIONS 


—_ Orissa goes to polls on 22nd and 28th February, 1998 with an electrorate of 
2,33,93,600 voters. Out of this, 1,22,44,756 male and 1,11,48,844 female voters will exercise 
their franchise from 21 parliamentary constituencies of the State in 29,991 polling stations. 
Out of 21 parliamentary constituencies, 3 are reserved for Scheduled Castes and 5 are 
reserved for Scheduled Tribes and rest 13 are general constituencies. 


For the 12th Lok Sabha Election, 146 candidates filed their nomination papers for 21 
Parliamentary Constituencies out of which 7 were rejected, 4 candidates withdrew their 


nominations leaving 135 in the fray. 


PERFORMANCE OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN ORISSA 
(A Resume of three previous elections to LOK SABHA) 


Votes polled — Seats won Analysis 


Name of Party Contest seats won Percentage of 
valid votes polled 


38.41 
1.28 
3.65 

2.97 
1.21 

49.47 
0.69 
2.09 


44.05 
9.50 
3.08 
2.05 
0.03 

34.62 
2.96 
0.15 
0.64 
2.23 


44.90 
11.69 
0.00 
1.69 
30.05 
0.00 
0.00 
1.54 
1.22 
2.44 


21 
6 


CPM 

J.N.P. (JP) 

Janaia Dal ; 

) Registered Parties 
y Independents 


Janata Dal 
J.P. 
B.S.P. 


Independents 


C.PM. 

Janata Dal 

J.P. 

A.1.C.C.(T) 

S.A.P. 

Registered Parties 

Independents 
1991 Election Total Electors 19,797,598 


1996 Election Total Electors 22,419,306 
Electors who voted 13,277,697 


Valid votes polled , 13'029'964 
Percentage of votes polled t 
Percentage of rejected votes 

Percentage of increase 


Source : PIB ; ae 
ORISSA VOTES 1998 


3 
1 
1 
6 
3 
1 
1 
6 
6 
4 
0 
0 
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PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES 
WITH 
‘ASSEMBLY SEGMENTS 


12th General Elections 
to Lok Sabha 


Name of Name of Name of Name of t 
Parliamentary Assembly Parliamentary Assembly 
onstituencies Constituencies Constituencies 


Constituencies 


01- MAYURBHANJ (ST) 2: --_Joshipur (ST) 07- JAGATSINGHPUR Tirtol 
iv 3 - Bahalda (ST) 36 - Ersama 
4 - Rairangapur (ST) 37 - Balikuda 
8” Kulana (S1) en 
6 - Kuliana . 
7 - Baripada 53 - Nimapara (SC) 
10 - Udala (ST) 54 - Kakatpur 
02- BALASORE 8 - Baisinga (ST) 08- PURI 49 - Balipatna (SC) 
9 - Khunta (ST) 52 - Pipi 
11 - Bhograi 55 - Satyabadi 
12 - Jaleswar 56 - Puri 
13 - Basta 57 - Brahmagiri 
14 - Balasore 58 - Chilka 
15 - Soro 61 - Ranpur 
03- BHADRAK (SC) 16 - Simulia 09- BHUBANESWAR 50 - Bhubaneswar 
17 - Nilgiri 51 - Jatni 
18 - Bhandaripokhari (SC) 59 - Khurda 
19 - Bhadrak 60 - Begunia 
20 - Dhamanagar 62 - Nayagarh 
- Chandabali (SC) 63. - Khandapara 
2 - Basudevpur 64 - Daspalla 
04- JAJPUR (SC) 23 - Sukinda 10- ASKA 65 - Jaganath Prasad SC) 
24 - Korei 
Bea) 67 - Suruda 
- Jajpur (SC) 
26 - Dh 68 - Aska 
ie peetmesala 69 - Kavisuryanagar 
27 - Barachana 70 - Kod ae g 
28 - Bari Derabisi esc 
29 - Binjharpur (SC) aA i Hinjli 
05- KENDRAPARA ea - Aul 11- BERHAMPUR 72) PGR rapa 
2 = ate undal (SC) PA Gopalpur (SC) 
2 - Rajnagar 
33 - Kendrapara a 3 Berhampur 
34 - Patkura - Chikati 
39 - Kissananagar tas i pone 
40 - Mahanga - Ramagiri (ST) 
79 - i 
06- CUTTACK 41 - Salepur (Sc) ee Paes 
43 - Cuttack Sadar PRORAPUT(ST) 80. - Gunupur (ST) 
44 - Cuttack City 81 - Bissam Cuttack ST) 
45 - Choudwar 82 - Rayagada (ST) 
46 - Banki 83 - Laxmipur (ST) 
47 - Athgarh 84 - Pottangi (ST) 
48 - Baramba 85 - 


Koraput 
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Parliamentary 
Constituencies 


Name of 
Assembly 
Constituencies 


Parliamentary 
Constituencies 


Name of 
Assembly 
Constituencies 


13- NAWRANGPUR (ST) 86 


14- KALAHANDI 


15- PHULBANI (SC) 


16- BOLANGIR 


17- SAMBALPUR 


Maintenance of Law and Order and'p' lon his os 
area around polling stations - Instructions regarding use of Celluar Phones. 


Malkangiri (SC) 
Chitrakonda (ST) 
Kotpad (ST) 
Nowrangpur 
Kodinga (ST) 
Dabugam (ST) 
Umerkote (ST) 


Khariar 
Dharamgarh (SC) 
Koksara 

Junagarh 
Bhawanipatna (SC) 
Narla (ST) 

Kesinga 


Bhanjanagar 
Baliguda (ST) 
Udayagiri (ST) 
Phulbani (SC) 
Boudh 
Sonepur (SC) 
Binka 


Nawapara 
Titlagarh (SC) 
Kantabanji 
Patnagarh 
Saintala 
Loisinga 
Bolangir 
Padampur 
Melchhamunda 
Bijepur 

Bhatli (SC) 


18- DEOGARH 


19- DHENKANAL 


122 
129 
130 
131 
132 
134 


114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 


20- SUNDARGARH (ST) 135 


21- KEONJHAR (ST) 


136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 


1 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 


Baragarh 
Sambalpur 
Rairkhol (SC) 


Pallahara 
Talcher (SC) 
Brajrajnagar 
Jharsuguda 
Laikera (ST) 
Kuchinda (ST) 
Deogarh 


Biramaharajpur 
Athamallik 
Angul 

Hindol (SC) 
Dhenkanal 
Gondia 
Kamakhyanagar 


Sundargarh 

Talsara (ST) 
Rajgangpur (ST) 
Biramitrapur (ST) 
Rourkela 
Raghunathpalli (ST) 
Bonai (ST) 


Karanjia (ST) 
Champua (ST) 
Patna (ST) 
Keonjhar (ST) 
Telkoi (ST) 
Ramachandrapur 
Anandapur (SC) 


revention of electioneering within the prohibited 


No person shall be allowed to either carry or use! cellular phones, cordless phones, wireless sets, etc., in 


the 100 meter perimetre of the Po 
polling booth: Similarly no person shall be 
the Counting Centre or within the area cor 


Counting Halls and Gentres. If any person is found in 


only after the counting of vo! 


These restrictions, however, do not apply to the officers 
put on duty near the polling booths and ¢ 
of the discharge of their official duties. Similarly, these res 


in the course of their official duties. 


lling Stations described as the “Polling Station Neighbourhood" and within the 
{I be allowed to carry or Use such instruments'in the area within and around | 
doned off by the security forces to regulate the entry of persons to such 
possession of such instrument in violation of these directions, | 
the instrument'shall be seized by the officers in charge of security and shall be returned to.the person cor 

c stes is completed and results are declared. Bs men pclae se 


icerned | 


in charge of law.and order and security personnel 
‘ounting centres who may be using any of such instruments in the course 
trictions.de not apply to the Observers appointed by the 


Commission and to the officers in charge of polling duty and counting duty who may have to use such instruments 
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NAME OF THE SERVICE VOTERS 
consrmucncr | Wen | womee| Tom | 
MAYURBHANJ (ST) 
BALASORE 617308 | se2036| 1199944 | 405 | 
602057} 561018} 1163075 | 351| 184 
541708] 1138299 | 350] 170 
KENDRAPARA 1098196 | 563| 307 


anja sel 
615067| 567640 1182707 
1139953 s42|_ 198 | 


1245502 
1147798 | 347 


1110207 | 805| 431 1236 


602408) 561202 
596941 541878} 


1173209 1476 


54605! 1140488 
1566 
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BHUBANESWAR 


193 


BERHAMPUR 


KORAPUT (ST) 


NOWRANGPuR (ST) | 528500 
KALAHANDI 


PHULBANI (SC) 563503 


BOLANGIA 


SAMBALPUR 


17. 


Q 


UNDARGARH (ST) | 635611 


EONJHAR (ST) 542i 


za 


Exe 


22419306 ee 


ge Tirk, MM Eee inde ri Sudam Marandi from Mayurbhanj (Reserved), 
Similarly, Shri Ranendra Pratap Swain, JD f 

Anun Charan Sethi, BUD from Bhadrak (Reserved) Esters Pare ae Kamer 

elections. ¥ 


C 4 atsani, BUD f , Shri 
ijay Ranjan Singh Bariha f Tape eubaneswar 


9 FORMER M.PS. CONTEST ORISSA ELECTIONS 
Nine former Members of Parliam 
INC, Bhubaneswar and Shri Ram Chandni 
Shri Braja Kishore Tripathy from Puri and Shri 
(Reserved) are contesting. 


will contest the elections in Orissa. Former M.P, Shri Soumya Ranjan Patnaik, 


allick, INC from Jaipur (R i i 
Anions Sete ae) are among them. Besides, BJD candidate, 


‘andidate, Shri Bairagi Charan Jena from Bhadrak 


In addition, Shri Sidhatal M 
Euan Berarnus ans ate lurmu, Independent, from Mayurbha: 


i Sanka nj (Reserved), Shri Gopinath Gaipati Deo, 
on the present electoral battle. pricle, Samata Baron Sambalpur and "Shri Rabi Pani, JB from becgar hate 
Courtesy : PI.B. 


LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE GENERAL 
ELECTIONS TO LOK SABHA, 1998. 
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GE 


o. & Name of P.C. 


01-MAYURBHANJ (ST) 


02-BALASORE 


03-BHADRAK (SC) 


04-JAJPUR (SC) 


05-KENDRAPARA 


06-CUTTACK 


Zon 
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OaroONn >= 


PON> 
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1. Name of the Contesting 
oO. Candidates 


BHAGABAN HANSDA 
SALKHAN MURMU 
SUSILA TIRIA 
SANKHA MAJHI 
SIDHALAL MURMU 
SUDAMA MARNDI 
CHAITANYA PRASAD MAJHI 
KALI CHARAN NAIK 
MISTRI SINGH 

. MURALIDHAR NAYAK 


DR. KUNJA BIHAR! DHAL 
M.A.KHARABELA SWAIN 
PANCHANAN PARIDA 
KARTIKA MOHAPATRA 
JAGANNATH PATRA 
TAPAS RATH 

DR. ANANTA MAJHI 
JAGANNATH LENKA 


UPENDRANATH MAHANTA 


ARJUN CHARAN SETHI 
AKSHAYA KUMAR MALLICK 
MURALIDHAR JENA 
SURATHA BEHERA 
BAIRAGI JENA 
BICHITRANANDA DAS 


JAGANNATH MALLIK 
RABINDRA MALLIK 

RAMA CHANDRA MALLICK 
RUBIRANI DALAI 


MOHAN JENA 


PRAVAT KUMAR SAMANTARAY 
AKSHAYA KUMAR MALLIK 
SMT. ARCHANA NAYAK 
SRIKANTA KUMAR JENA 
DHIRENDRA DAS 


BHARTRUHARI MAHATAB 
SAYED MUSTAFIZ AHMED 
RANENDRA PRATAP SWAIN 
HARISH CHANDRA MOHAPATRA 
DR. RABINDRANATH MISHRA 
GOLAKA BIHARI NAYAK 


Party Affiliation 


AJEYA BHARAT PARTY 
B.J.P. 

ILN.C. 

INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 

J.M.M. 

JANATA DAL 

R.J.D. 

SHIVASENA 
SAMAJBADI PARTY 


AJEYA BHARAT PARTY 


INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 
JANATA DAL 
PS.S.S. 


R.J.D. 


B.J.D. 

B.S.P. 

I.N.C. 
INDEPENDENT 
JANATA GAL 
SHIVASENA 


B.J.D. 
B.S.P. 
I.N.C. 
INDEPENDENT 


JANATA DAL 


B.J.D. 
B.S.P. 
I.N.C. 
JANATA DAL 
SHIVASENA 


Bw.D. 

LLN.C. 

JANATA DAL 

R.J.D. 

SHIVASENA 
SAMAJABADI PARTY 


Symbols 
alloted 


BELL 

LOTUS 

HAND 

AXE 

ARROW 

BOW & ARROW 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
HURRICANE LAMP 
AEROPLANE 
BICYCLE 


BELL 

LOTUS 
ELEPHANT 

HAND 

LOCK AND KEY 
ARROW 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
COCONUT TREE 
BEARING FRUITS 
HURRICANE LAMP 


CONCH 
ELEPHANT 
HAND 
AEROPLANE 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
BOW & ARROW 


CONCH 
ELEPHANT 
HAND 

COCONUT TREE 
BEARING FRUITS 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 


CONCH 
ELEPHANT 
HAND 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
BOW & ARROW 


CONCH 

HAND 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
HURRICANE LAMP 
BOW & ARROW 
BICYCLE 
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No. & Name of P.C. SI. Name of the Contesting Party Affiliation 
, No. Candidates alloted 


07-JAGATSINGHPUR —1._ SANJIB SWAIN AJEYA BHARAT PARTY BELL 
2. TRILOCHAN KANUNGO B.J.D. CONCH 
3. ABANI BARAL CPI. EARS OF CORN 
AND SICKLE 
4. RANJIB BISWAL LLN.C. HAND 
5. PRABHAT KUMAR BEHERA R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 
6. NIMAIN JENA -SHIVASENA BOW & ARROW 
7. MIRA DAS SAMAJABADI PARTY BICYCLE 
- 08-PURI 1. BRAJA KISHORE TRIPATHY BJD. CONCH 
2. PITABAS KANDI B.S.P. ELEPHANT 
3. KHITISH BISWAL C.RI(ML) LIBERATION — arnRow 
4. PINAKI MISHRA N.C. HAND 
5. KRUSHNA CHANDRA SWAIN INDEPENDENT TOP 
6. DURGA CHARAN ROUTRAY JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
7 HIMANSU MOHAPATRA RJD. HURRICANE LAMP 
09-BHUBANESWAR 1. DR. PRASANNA KUMAR PATSANI _B.J.D. CONCH 
2. SHIVAJI PATTANAIK C.PL.(M) HAMMER, SICKLE 
AND STAR 
3. SAUMYA RANJAN PATTANAIK I.N.C. HAND 
4. KULAMANI SAHOO INDEPENDENT AEROPLANE 
5. BHAGABAT BEHERA RJD. HURRICANE LAMP 
8. KAMALA PRASAD TRIPATHY SHIVASENA BOW & ARROW 
10-ASKA 1. NABIN KUMAR PATTANAIK B.J.D. 
J.D. CONCH 
2. NITYANANDA PRADHAN CPI. EARS OF CORN 
LE 
3. CHANDRA SEKHAR SAHOO ILN.C. ps si 
11-BERHAMPUR 1. _K.SHYAMBABU SUBUDHI AJEYA 
BHARAT P, 
2. GOPINATH GAJAPATINARAYANDEO BW/p cin ae 
3. ALIKISHORE PATTANAIK C.P.I.(M) HAMMER, SICKLE 
4. JAYANTI PATTANAIK I.N.C. Oe a 
Spence DEPENDENT none 
oie : R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 
RAPUT (ST) 1. JAYARAM PANGI B.D. pein 
2. KARTIKA GAMANGO CPI 
8. GIRIDHAR GAMANGO ING LIBERATION aie 
e ULLAKA SADANANDA INDEPENDENT CART 
- SANKAR BIDIKA JANATA DAL WHEEL) 
TSNOWRANGPUR (ST)\, pa SURAM MAJHI ile: 
2. KHAGAPATI PRADHANI hie nus 
8. HARABOTI GOND e. HAND 
4. BHAGABAN MAJH| INDEPENDENT CAR 
5. SANTOSH MONWANI JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
14-KALAHAND| 1. BISWAJIT HOTA R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 
2. BIKRAM KESHARI DEO AJEYA BHARAT PARTY pei. 
@ NALINI PRABHA NaIk Bee es 
- BHAKTA CHARAN Das oe ELEPHANT 
5. RAJENDRA PRASAD KA LLN.C, =e 
6 pea INDEPENDENT COCONUT TREE 
» DURYODHAN Ma 
JHI BEARING FRUITS 
7. BI J 
RANCHI NARAYAN PANDA Sumas 5 CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
A BOW & ARROW 


No. & Name of P.C. Sl. Name of the Contesting Party Affiliation Symbol 
No. Candidates alloted 


PADMANAVA BEHERA B.J.D. CONCH 
MRUTUNJAYA NAYAK I.N.C. HAND 
LECTURER BULLION JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
KAILASH KUMAR MUKHI SHIVASENA ARROW 


SANGEETA KUMARI SINGHDEO —B.wW.P. Lotus 
SARAT PATTANAYAK I.N.C. HAND 
PRADEEP KUMAR MAHARANA JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
LALIT MOHAN GANDHI ORISSA CONGRESS COCONUT TREE 
BEARING FRUITS 
HURRICANE LAMP 


15-PHULBANI (SC) 


~ 16-BOLANGIR 


ABDUL JAMALKHAN R.J.D. 


RABINARAYAN PADHI AJEYA BHARAT PARTY — BELL 
RABINDRA MEGHA B.S.P. ELEPHANT 
PRASANNA ACHARYA Bwu.D. CONCH 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHO! I.N.C. 3 HAND 

SURYA PRAKASH MOHAPATRA INDEPENDENT AEROPLANE 
BIJAYA RANJAN SINGH BARIHA JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
KUBERJAL YADAB SAMAJABADI PARTY BICYCLE 
RADHAKANTA BOHIDAR SAMAJABADI JANATA — COCONUTTREE 
PARTY (RASTRIYA) BEARING FRUITS 
SAMATA PARTY FLAMING TORCH 


AJEYA BHARAT PARTY — BELL 


17-SAMBALPUR 


PNOAARYN 3 


BHABANI SANKAR HOTA 
NARENDRA KUMAR PRADHAN 


o 


18-DEOGARH 


19-DHENKANAL 


20-SUNDARGARH (ST) 


© 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Ve 
8. 


DEBENDRA PRADHAN 
TEVA CHARAN BUDA 
SHRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI 
SHESADEB PANDA 
RABI PANI 
RAMAKRUSHNA NANDA 
PANCHU SENAPATI 


CHANDRA SHEKHAR PATEL 


JATHAGAT SATAPATHY 


KAMAKSHYA PRASAD SINGHDEO 


RAJKISHORE AGARWAL 
SARAT KUMAR MISHRA 
UTKALMANI SATAPATHY 


DEBENDRA PRASAD DAS 


JUEL ORAM 
SUNIL KUMAR SINGHDEO 


DHANESWAR ORAM 
PREM SAGAR SUNDI 
BIDHU BHUSAN KISAN 
MANSA SINGH AIND 
SADHU CHARAN KISAN 
GEORJE TIRKEY 

BIJOY ORAM 


BJP. 

B.S.P. 

I.N.C. 
INDEPENDENT 
JANATA DAL 
SHIVASENA 


SAMAJABADI JANATA 
PARTY (RASTRIYA) 


SAMATA PARTY 


B.J.D. 

I.N.C. 
INDEPENDENT 
JANATA DAL 
LOK SAKTI 


SHIVASENA 


BJP. 
LN.C, 
INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 
INDEPENDENT 
J.M.M. 


JHARKHANDA PARTY 


LOTUS 
ELEPHANT 
HAND 

ELECTRIC BULB 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
BOW & ARROW 
COCONUT TREE 
BEARING FRUITS 
FLAMINGTORCH 


CONCH 
HAND 

BOAT 
CHAKRA(WHEEL) 
COCONUTTREE 
BEARING FRUITS 
BOW & ARROW 


LOTUS 
HAND 
BUCKET 
ARROW 

BOAT 
AEROPLANE 
CART 

BOW & ARROW 
LOCK & KEY > 
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GRAND TOTAL: 12 


No. & Name of P.C. Sl. — Name of the Contesting Party Affiliation Symbol 
No. Candidates alloted 

21-KEONJHAR (ST) 1. UPENDRA NATH NAYAK B.J.P. LOTUS 

2. MADHAB SARDAR ILN.C. HAND 

3. SONARAM HAIBURU INDEPENDENT ARROW 

4. SAHARAI ORAM JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 

5. SHIVA PRASAD SINGH R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 

6. SURENDRA MAJHI SHIVASENA SHIP 
GRANDTOTAL: 135 
Sa a ers eee 

ASSEMBLY BYE-ELECTIONS 

129-BRAJARAJNAGAR 1. RADHARANI PANDA B.J.D. CONCH 

2. BIRANCHI MAJHI B.S.P. ELEPHANT 

3. MD. ZAKIRULLAH C.P.1. EARS OF CORN 

AND SICKLE 

4. KESHAB SAHOO I.N.C. HAND 

5. BHAGABAT SA INDEPENDENT ARROW 

6. SANJIB KUMAR PANDA INDEPENDENT CAR 

7. GYAN PATTANAIK R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 
134-DEOGARH 1. SUBASH CHANDRA PANIGRAHI BJP. LOTUS 

2. SATYANARAYAN PANI I.N.C. HAND 

3. ALEKHA PRADHAN INDEPENDENT AXE 

4. SAKUNTALA PRADHAN JANATA DAL CHAKRA(WHEEL) 

5. PROMOD PRADHAN R.J.D. HURRICANE LAMP 
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12th General Elections 
to Lok Sabha 


CHIEF ELECTRORAL OFFICER SHRI A.S. SARANGI Tel : .401239 (STD 0674) 
400252 


Fax : 407745 
LIST OF RETURNING OFFICERS 
CONSTITUENCY WISE 


R06. NAME STD TELEPHONE FAX DESIGNATION & 
P.C.NO. & NAME Reps Giice . Raa: ADDRESS 


06792 52606 52601 52221 COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: BARIPADA 
BARIPADA-757001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: BALASORE 
BALASORE-756101 


01-MAYURBHANg (ST) NIKUNJAKISHORE 
SUNDARAY 


02-BALASORE NRUSINGHPRASAD 06782 62001 
MOHAPATRA 


LENDRANATH 06784 53281 COLLECTOR 
Sane AT/PO: BHADRAK 


BHADRAK-756100 


03-BHADRAK(SC) 


SH CHANDRA 06728 20001 COLLECTOR 
hates AT/PO: JAJPUR 


JAJPUR-755001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: KENDRAPARA 
KENDRAPARA-754211. 
A 0671 603100 601001 601103 COLLECTOR 
06-CUTTACK ISSAC BEHER AT/PO-CUTTACK 
CUTTACK-753001 
MAR 06724 ~—-2299 COLLECTOR 
07-JAGATSINGHPUR areas AT/PO:JAGATSINGHPUR 
M JAGATSINGHPUR-754103 
A 06752 22034 22033 COLLECTOR 
08-PURI BRAHMANAND.: AT/PO: PURI 
ROUT PURI-742001 


20001 (0674) COLLECTOR 
09-BHUBANESWAR SARBESWAR 404350 AT/PO: KHURDA 
MOHANT : KHURDA-752055 


. 63700 63800 COLLECTOR 
10-ASKA SANTOSH KUMAR AT/PO: CHATRAPUR 


SATPATHY GANJAM-751020 


04-JAJPUR(SC) 


05-KENDRAPARA MONA SHARMA 06727 22601 


11-BERHAMPUR SANTOSH KUMAR — 06811 
SATPATHY 


06856 22354 COLLECTOR 
12-KORAPUT(ST) UMAKANTA MISHRA AT/PO: RAYAGADA 


RAYAGADA-765001 


P.C.NO. & NAME 


R.Os. NAME STD 


CODE 


TELEPHONE 


Office 


Res. 


FAX 


DESIGNATION & 
ADDRESS 


14-KALAHANDI 


15-PHULBANI(SC) 


16-BOLANGIR 


17-SAMBALPUR 


18-DEOGARH 


19-DHENKANAL 


20-SUNDARGARH(ST: 


21 -KEONJHAR(ST) 


13-NOWRANGPUR(ST) DHIRENDRA KUMAR 06858 


PUJARI 


PRADEEP KUMAR 
JENA 


06670 


MADHUSUDAN 
PADHI 


06842 


RABINDRANATH DAS 06652 


) 


SAURAV GARG 06646 


C.J.VENUGOPAL 06645 


BINOY CHANDRA 06762 
PATRA 


VIJAY ARORA 


06622 


BENUDHAR MISHRA 06766 


22344 


30201 


52202 


22223 


23340 


62229 


32501 


2265 


2482 


30233 


52201 


22001 


23041 


63388 


32500 


2225 


2401 


22344 


30303 


52605 


23082 


23341 


62228 


32500 


3166 


2358 


COLLECTOR 

AT/PO: NOWRANGPUR 
NOWRANGPUR 
NOWRANGPUR-764059 


COLLECTOR 

AT/PO: BHAWANIPATANA 
BHAWANIPATANA 
KALAHANDI-766001 


COLLECTOR 

AT/PO: PHULBANI 
PHULBANI 
KANDHAMAL-762001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: BOLANGIR 
BOLANGIR-767001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: BARAGARH 
BARAGARH-768028 


COLLECTOR 

AT/PO: JHARSUGUDA 
JHARSUGUDA 
JHARSUGUDA-768701 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: DHENKANAL 
DHENKANAL-795001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/OP: SUNDARGARH 
SUNDARGARH-770001 


COLLECTOR 
AT/PO: KEONJHAR 
KEONJHAR-758001 


LIST OF GENERAL OBSERVERS FOR 12TH 
LOK SABHA ELECTIONS 


12th General Election: 
to Lok Sabha 


Soe ECICode Name Cadre & Year 


onstituency 


01-MAYURBHANJ(ST) G-597 VIPUL MITRA GJ: 1986 
01-MAYURBHANJ(ST) G-259 S. JEROL MT: 1987 


02-BALASORE : G-553 P.K CHOWDHARY AM: 1979 
02-BALASORE G-256 M.A. SATTAR MT: 1984 


03-BHADRAK (SC) G-97 PARVINDAR SINGH RJ: 1982 
03-BHADRAK (SC) G-572 SUNANDA SEN GUPTA AM: 1990 


04-JAJPUR (SC) G-1074  S.K. DAS WB: 1982 
04-JAJPUR (SC) G-889  RABINDRA PANWAR BH: 1985 


05-KENDRAPARA G-1045 K.R. BISWAS WB: 1971 
05-KENDRAPARA G-877 VISHNU KUMAR BH: 1983 
H.B. NAIK WB: 1971 


06-CUTTACK G-1044 
06-CUTTACK G-224 A.K. PAITANDY UT: 1984 
S.K. SINGH BH: 1983 


07-JAGATSINGHPUR G-878 
onl G-1097.  KANAILAL BISWAS WB: 1984 


07-JAGATSINGHPUR 
08-PURI G-131 ABHIMANYU SINGH RJ: 1974 EO 
G-1092 PK. BHATTACHARYA WB: 1984 


08-PURI 

09-BHUBANESWAR G-628 R.R. HALDEA RJ: 1974 EO 
09-bHUBANESWAR G-266 BIMAL JULKA MP: 1979 EO 
10-ASKA G589 + C.BABU RAJEEV AM: 1973 EO 
10-ASKA ° G-401 S. PANDEY JK: 1987 CSJK 
11-B UR G@-1236  R. BANERUII GJ: 1979 CSGJ 
teoee Pun G-227. NARESH KUMAR UT: 1987 EO 
E G-434 DESH DEEPAK HP: 1983 EO 
bahia ae te -779 A. VIDYASAGAR AP: 1984 CSAP 


12-KORAPUT (ST) G =m 
a = 880 SN. ROY > 1983 CSBR 
FO eNe cue en G-571 GAYATRI BARUAH MA: 19950 CSAS 
G-1075._ TRILOCHAN SINGH WB: 1982 CSWB 
14-KALAHANDI DK. SINHA BH: 1983 CSBR 


V.V. BHAT UT: 1976 CSPY 


14-KALAHANDI G-879 
15-PHULBANI (SC) G-796 SS RAGHUPATI TN: 1984 CSTN 


15-PHULBANI (SC) G-307 ARAN PE ReRIog! GSP 
a B.V. SEL : AG 
16-BOLANGIR G-797 GDPD. SINGH BH: 1985 CSBR 


16-BOLANGIR . __ 6-690 ESH BH: 1983 
: SK RAK : CSBR 
17-SAMBALPUR G-876 S"RAGHUNANDAN TN: 1987 CSTN 


17-SAMBALPUR G-283 ye ee 7 

18-DEOGARH "4277.—~ODS.. POONIA g : EO. 

18-DEOGARH a N.K.P. SHARMA BH: 1983 CSBR 
KN: 1970 EO 


SU 
19-DHENKANAL “432. GAUTAM BA ; 
19-DHENKANAL G25! L. GANGTE MT: 1982 CSMR 
KN: 1970 EO 


20-SUNDARGARH (ST) G-651 S.K. DAS MH: 
20-SUNDARGARH (ST) G-1019 N.N. PATEL H: 1984 CSMT 
MP: 1980 CSMP 


7 _ PANDEY : 
21-KEONJHAR (ST) G-1336 aed BISWAS -.. BH: 1982 CSBR, 


21-KEONJHAR (ST) G-875 


arliamentary _ECI Code Name Cadre & Year 
‘onstituency 
01-MAYURBHANJ(ST) E-189 A. BAIDYA ADDL. CIT - 13 CBDT 
02-BALASORE E-363 B. NANDA CCE(A)BANGALORE CBEC 
03-BHADRAK (SC) E-123 A. BANERJEE CIT(DR)TSC CBDT 
04-JAJPUR (SC) E-308 S.K. SATHPATHY DCIT(AUD) CBDT 
05-KENDRAPARA E-53 PC. MOHANTY- DCIT SPL.LIGS CBDT 
06-CUTTACK , E-295 B.K. SAHU CIT(A)V CBDT 
07-JAGATSINGHPUR E-461 C.S. PRASAD ADDL. CCE INDORE-1 CBEC 
08-PURI E-131 DAMODAR SARANGI CIT(APPEALS)xIII CBDT 
09-BHUBANESWAR E-296 S.K. MOHANTY CIT(A)V HYDERABAD CBDT 
10-ASKA E-184 RN. SACHCHAN CIT(DR) CBDT 
11-BERHAMPUR E-140 K.K. MOHAPATRA DCIT CHENNAI CBDT 
12-KORAPUT (ST) E:185 D. DASGUPTA ADDL. DIT CBDT 
13- i 
NOWRANGPUR (ST) _E-186 H.R. DAS ADDL. CIT CBDT 
14-KALAHANDI E-192 R.N. SAHA DCIT(A) R xiv CBDT 
15-PHULBANI (Sc : 
(SC) E-193 N.C. JOSHI DCIT R-17 Uop CBDT 
16-BOLANGIR : : 
E-194 J.M. SAHAY DCIT R-19 CBDT 
17-SAMBALPUR ‘ 
E-195 SHYAM LAL ADDL. CIT R ASL. CBDT 
18-DEOGARH E-199 J.TI 
.TIRKEY DCIT(AUDIT R-1) CBDT 
19-DHENKANAL E-201 JL 
-L. BASUMATARY DCIT R-12 CBDT 
20-SUNDARGARH (ST) E-203 RK. DASH 
NG DCIT R- 
21-KEONJHAR (ST) E-204 is ot 
S.CHATTERJEE 


DCIT(C) R38 
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Netaji Subhas Bose a 7, Secretary 
Shri Sudhansu Bhusan Mi Kumar Mishra 


inister, Health & Family Welfare addressing a Seminar on 
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Chief Secretary Shri Sudhansu Bhusan Mishra calling on Hon'ble Governor 
natha Reday at Raj Bhavan on 20.71.1998. 
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wife of Director, Rotary International 
phase of Pulse Polio Programme by 
to a child at Ganganagar Pulse Polio 
Centre, Bhubaneswar. Director, Rotary International 
Mr, Bari Thempson and Commissioner-cum-Secreialy, Culture, 
Shri D.N. Padhi are present. 
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A PROFILE OF PERFORMANCE OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN ORISSA 
IN ELECTIONS TO THE ELEVENTH LOK SABHA, 1996 


NAME OF THE |NAME OF THE ELECTED M.Ps. [PARTY] VOTES NO.OF VOTES} PARTY MARG IN O1 
CONSTITUENCY 11TH LOK SABHA AFFILIJPOLLED |POLLING| SECURED BY [AFFILIATION | DIFFERENCE 


NEAREST |OF NEAREST 
CANDIDATE | CANDIDATE 


111189 


= 


190681 


hd Ea 


64572 


3873 


c 


39712 


za 


57807 


a 


° 


47278 


112308 


78419 


a = 
fe} o 


BHUBANESWAR SOUMYA RANJAN PATNAIK 298289 219870 


P.V.NARASIMHA RAO fo | 340555 | 62.57 172015 


GIRIDHAR GAMANG Fine | soree | 57.69 163588 
OWRANGPUR (ST)| KHAGAPATI PRADHANI [inc | a20109 | soe | 116299 


INC 

INC 

INC 
aren [me [om | oo [oe 

INC 


81094 
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168540 
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203804 


53033 
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11702 
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84507 


47382 


86094 


KAMAKSHYA PRASAD SINGH DEO 183872 
FRIDA TOPNO 171937 28.44 158864 


MADHAB SARDAR 279971 154061 125910 
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THE EPIC STRUGGLE AND AFTER : 
THE HEROES AND LESSER MORTALS 


Mrs. Minati Panda 


Ei 
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A journey through fifty monsoons may be 
very short in the concept of "Mahakaala", but fora 
Nation it raises a number of eye-brows with a 
plethora of questions. Indian freedom movement 
is, however, accepted as an epic war involving 
many minds in its arithmatic of plus and minus, as 
regards its causes and effects after a half-century. 
Like any other struggle, Indian Freedom movement 
was necessarily a war against the powerful, 
supposed to be an evil, an agent of exploitation, 
oppression, harassment, unwarranted during that 
time. The epic hero Mahatma Gandhi, with his 
magnetic charm and Charisma, galvanised the 
masses to empower themselves with truth and 
nonviolence and to bid farewell to the imperial 
power. Unlike 'Krishna' the epic figure in 
"Mahabharata", who is Supposed to control all 
activities, animate and inanimate, Mahatma only 
guided the Indian leaders, who were caught more 
often than not in their petty squabbles and myopic 
self-interest. In theory the struggle can be raised 
to that of an epic, where the foreigners represent 
all that is evil, malafide, unjust; and the natives 
stand for all that is beneficial, remedial and 
therapeutic. After the gloss and glitz of golden 
jubilee celebration, let us analyse the meaningful 
years of the epic Struggle, when state power was 
not seized in a Single historical moment of 
revolution, but through a prolonged, Popular 


struggle on a moral, Political and ideological 
commitment. 
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national leaders in the Nineteenth century analysed 
the economic structure of colonialism and 
discovered its panacea in anti-imperialistic thrust. 
Thus a nation emerged out of the sallow waters of 
frustration and apathy; the narrow domestic walls 
gave way to the flow of common interest. Any how, 
as Bipan Chandra suggests, the leaders of the 
national movement understood the urges, the 
needs and the psychology of the common people: 
Defining his own relationship to the masses an 

the popular movement Gandhi told Subhas Bose 
in 1939; "My prestige does not count. It has 1° 
independent value of its own. India will rise or fall 
by the quality of the sum total of the acts of her 
many millions. Individuals, however high they may 


be, are of no account except in so far as they 
represent the many millions’. (2) 


From time immemorial India was the app!@ 
of many eyes in the West. It was Alexander, wh® 
thought it to be the land of gold, and left it half- 
Conquered, Nature and the then political structure 
Subduing his firy zeal. Similar is the case of Hitlet 
the Satan of IInd World War, who took India to be 
the source of all Power. "Grand nach Oster", he 
Stated, "all glories come from East". As soon as 
the sea route to India was discovered, a number 
of European nations entered thelndian soil. 


Industrial revolution in those countries forced them 
to find out raw materi 


Bengal and a few other parts of the country. The 
Anti-Rowlatt Satyagraha and the Non-cooperation 
Movement also encouraged the peasants, lower 
middle class, women, workers and artisans to jump 
into the fray to try their strength with English wolf. 
It is a fact that millions of men and women were 
mobilized in myriad ways for the said struggle. 
Starting out as a movement of the nationalist 
intelligentsia, the national movement succeeded 
in mobilising the youth, women, the petty 
bourgeoise, the urban and rural poor, urban and 
rural artisans, peasants, workers, merchants, 
capitalists, and large number of small landlords. 


The movement in its various forms and 
phases took modern politics to the people. It did 
not, in the main, appeal to their pre-modern 
consciousness, based on religion, caste and 
locality or loyalty to the traditional rulers or 
Chieftains. It did not mobilize people ideologically 
around religion, caste or region. People did not join 
it as distinct caste groups as Brahmins or Sudras, 
but as the children of Mother India. The civil 
disobedience in the early 1930s was supported by 
ithe women and the youth. Discarding the age-old 
veil of the withdrawal syndrome, Harijans also 
came in numbers for the first time. A new vigour 
and colour was also imparted by the entry on the 
nationalist stage of the people of North Western 
Frontier Province under Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan's 
leadership. Rani Gaidinliu also guideda dedicated 
and brave brand of youths in Nagaland. 


The heroic Quit India struggle attracted 
people from all walks of life. Subhas Bose was 
magnetic in attracting the flock of people of Indian 
origin from the South East Asian nations to fight 
for Indian freedom. The elite moderates, the 
terrorists, the Satyagrahis and the socialists were 
enigmatic and legendary in their efforts to wrest 
the mantle and the cry 'Do or Dei’ was their raison- 
de-etra. "The national movement provided room 
for all kinds of people to participate init in a variety 
of ways: it has a role for everybody". Another 
meaningful aspect of such an effort was its non- 
hierarchical nature: the relationship between the 


top-most and higher level leaders and the 
lowermost cadres was built and the masses got 
the access to the top echelons of the hierarchical 
structure. 


It is said: 'revoluation devours its own 
children’ and so the last days of freedom struggle 
manifested itself in violence at Nuakhali and 
elsewhere leading to large scale ravages. The alien 
set up played the trump card and Mother India 
stood shivered, She bled. The British ploy could 
not be followed properly by the lesser mortals, who 
were not concerned with their needs and promptly 
acted on their greeds. 


After the freedom, the cause for revolution 
disappeared. In the phase of nation-building, the 
leadership could not spell the clear-cut role of the 
individuals. The revolutionary set-up attracted the 
masses with their instinctual orgy to defy and break, 
thus leading to the growth of sub-nationalism. Craft 
and graft took precedence over duty and 
commitments. Narrow domestic walls reappeared 
with offshoots of ill-feeling and rancour. As such 
the conéepts of Democratic Socialism, 
Fundamental Rights, Planned Development of 
India and many more were borrowed from different 
lofty sources to be enshrined in the Constitution. 
Much water flowed in the Yamuna and many a 
slogan rent the air. The experiments are still on 
and the development, in true sense of the term, 
still eludes us. 
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INCENDIARISM IN ORISSA: 
AN EVENT OF NON-COOPERATION 
MOVIEMIENT - Lg 


Sarat Chandra Jena 


Incendiarism, a very dangerous and 
Sorrowful event occured at the advent of 1921 just 
after the beginning of the non-cooperation 


miscreants which Caused gre. 
the people. No definite source 
but they were convinced som 
was done by the police to dj 
growing movement in Oriss: 
the police attributed that it was the work of the 
© popularity of the 
ires a close analysis 


National Struggle. 


At the beginning Of 1921 a 
¢ wa 
enthusiasm for national Struggle Passed “eee 
Orissa. The above Spirit was felt by the then young 


national-minded Students, lawyers and 
Government servants. The students left their 
schools and colleges. The lawyers boycotted law 
courts and the Government servants resigned their 
jobs. Being inspired by the call of non-cooperators 
there were strikes in the schools and colleges. 
The students took leading roles in propagating the 
Congress message in the semi-urban and rural 
areas. Many Congress Organisations and Ashrams 
were organised for mass movement. So the 
Government took repressive measures against the 
NONn-cooperators to Suppress the growing 
movement in Orissa. . 

Besides the lea 
young national minded si 


e incendiarism 


first started in the 
and th 


Nn spread over to Balasore. 


the G 
were seize and be. 


el 


According to the report submitted by the 
police, Special Branch to the Government in their 
No.3972-S.B. dt.3.4.1922, there had been sixteen 
cases of incendiarism in Cuttack Division including 
the Feudatory States on account of the non- 
cooperation movement in 1921. The D.I.G. of 
Police, C.I.D., Mr. Macrae suspected ihe non- 
coopertors for breaking out fire in Cuttack town. 
He also attributed to the students of Cuttack for 
having relation with the Bengal Revolutionary 
gangs. in his report he has mentioned that the 
following Educational Institutions were burnt and 
some of them were attempted to be burnt in the 
district of Cuttack, Puri and Dhenkanal. There are: 


1: Baramba Students’ Mess at Dhenkanal, 
burnt on 6.2.1921. 

2. Attempted for burning of the Khurda High 
English School's Hostel on 1.3.1921. 

3. Khurda High English School burnt on 
9.3.1921. 

4. Attempted to burn Athgarh H.E.School on 
13.3.1921. 

5. Athgarh Students' Mess and Teachers' 
Lodge burnt on 20.3.1921. 

6. Cuttack Educational Inspector's Office burnt 
on 9.4.1921. 

te Attempted to burn the Office of the Principal, 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack on 19.4.1921. 


8. House of Birabikram Patra at Khurda burnt 
on 21.4.1921. 

9. House of Joseph Albert Das, Khurda, burnt 
on 21.4.1921. 


10. The Mohammadean Hostel of Khurda 
H.E.School burnt on 22.4.1 921. 

41. The Hindu Hostel of Khurda High English 
School burnt on 24.4.1921. 

42. The house of Panchanan Mukharji at 
Khurda burnt on 8.5.1921. 

13. | The house of Raghunath Singh at Khurda 
burnt on 16.5.1921. 

14. Girls' High School at Patapur, Banki burnt 


on 3.6.1921. 

15. Banki Boys’ High School burnt on 
15.8.1921. F 

16.  Athgarh Feudatory State School burnt on 
16.10.1921. 


From the above list it is clear that most of the High 


Schools and the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack were 
burnt by the miscreants which is under discussion 
through this paper. 


As per the resolution passed at the Nagpur 
Congress Session in December 1920 Gandhiji 
called the students to leave the schools and 
colleges and advised them to join in the National 
Schools. In response to the call of Gandhiji the 
young national minded-students of Government 
and Aided Educational Institutions began to leave 
their schools and colleges at different places 
throughout India. The same spirit was fostered by 
the young students of Cuttack Division in January 
4921 under the leadership of Jadumani Mangraj, 
a young national-minded student of 4th year class 
of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. Some of his 
staunch supporters and associates like Narsing 
Charan Chowpatnaik, Madhusudan Patnaik, 
Suresh Chandra Rai, Janendra Nath (Gyanendra 
Nath) Das, Nabakishore Choudhuri, Pitambar 
Mishra, Guru Charan Jena, Girish Chandra Hota 
and others joined as non-cooperators and 
preached the message of rion-cooperation of 
Mahatma Gandhi among the students of Orissa. 
Disciplinary action was instituted against him by 
the Principal of the Ravenshaw College for the 
cause of his inflamatory speeches which poisoned 
the students of immature understanding. 
Eventually, he was expelled from the college on 
25th January 1921. Besides, the police attributed 
that Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the first President 
of UPCC, Bhagirathi Mohapatra, Secretary, UPCC, 
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Niranjan Patnaik and 
many other young nationalists were trying their best 
to induce the boys to leave the Government 
Schools and Colleges and to join the National 
Schools established in different places in Orissa 
in the model of Satyabadi Bana Vidyalaya. Burning 
of Primary schoo:s did not arise because, the 
children were not capable of taking active part in 
the movement. Rather the primary teachers were 
then the eye-sore of the British Governemnt. 


Samaj, the nationalist periodical, published 
under the patronage of Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
from Satyabadi Press was the mouthpiece of 
spreading the spirit of non-cooperation in Orissa 
in 1921 among the students. The call of non- 
cooperators were spontaneously supported by the 
youths who sought the advice of the aforesaid non- 
cooperators to make the programme of non- 
cooperation movement a grand success before 
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Gandhiji's visit to Orissa in the last week of March 
1921.In the meantime the non-cooperators visited 
Khurda, Banki, Dhenkanal and Athgarh to preach 
the new creed of Congress. The students were 
tempted by their inflamatory speeches and Called 
for strikes at schools and colleges in different 
places of Orissa. Some of the students joined the 
Swaraj Ashramaand national Schools and became 
the sincere workers of the non-cooperation 
movement in Orissa. They started a Sarbat Shop 
at Cuttack and the Golden Club at Khurda where 
they used to hold Meetings to discuss the plan of 
action of the movement with the non-cooperators. 
Jadumani Mangraj and his groups viz. Narsing 
Charan Chowpatnaik, Madhusudan Patnaik, 
Raghunath Mohanti, Alekha Prasad Das and 
others visited Khurda, Banki, Athgarh, Dhenkanal 
and other places and Started local organisations. 
But it was reported by the police that the non- 


educational institutions and other Government 
Officers, many of them were Englishmen and pro- 
Government Servants. They might have threatened 
the students to sit at the examination and not to 
leave the institutions. Despite this, when the 
Government failed to bring back the students from 
the path of non-cooperation movement false cases 
were made against the Students of various 
institutions and might have reported that the non- 
cooperating students burnt many Government and 
aided educational institutions including Private 


buildings and the residence of Government 
Officers. 


List of Non-Cooperators at Khurda: 


a Digambar Srichandan 
Ds Kripasindhu Hota 

3, Daitari Misra 

4. 


Gopi Singh 


Hari Mallick 
6. Sadananda Tripathy 


Non-Cooperating Students of Khurda 
H.E.School: 


1 Bhikari Tripathy 

2 Ramakrishna Mohanty 
3 Ananda Rath 

4 Engraj Padhan 

5 Bhramarbara Santra 

6. Gopal Mahapatra 

a Ganeswar Misra 

8. Lalit Mohan Rowtra 

9. Niladri Behari Srichandan 
10. Chintamani Misra 

11 Balakrishna Mohanty 


Students of Khurda H.E.School: 


Brajakishore Naik 
Banamali Naik 

Rash Behari Santra 
Mahendra Padhan 
Umakanta Patnaik 
Gobinda Dora 
Dayanidhi Nayak 
Lakhan Kumar Mohanty 
Muhammad Hussain 
10. Kebalananda Mohanty 
11. Sriram Chandra Rai and 
12. Madhusudan Patnaik 


The police further 
Students were to be 
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Similar cases als 
town which was regarded 


Cuttack and Puri. On his return from Calcutta on 
the 17th March 1921 he associated himself with 
his friends at Sarbat shop, Banki Mess, Swaraj 
Ashram and Katjori bed at Cuttack to hold secret 
meetings. The friends of Gyanendra Nath Das with 
whom he used to be associated at Cuttack were :- 


Jadumani Mangraj 

Narasingh Charan Chowpatnaik 
Gagan Patnaik 

Sachindra Prasad Mohanty 
Biswanath Rai 

Susil Chandra Ghosh 

Lungpung alias Biraja Mohan Sen Gupta 
Dhirendranath Ghosh 
Madhusudan Patnaik 

10. Sudhir Chandra Chakravarti 

11. Chanu Alias Guru Charan Dutta 
12. Hrudananda Das 

13. Sasibhusan Mukharji 

14. Hem Chandra Das 

15; Prafulla Chandra Rai 

16. Suresh Chandra Rai 

AT Mani alias Bhupendranath Singh 
18. Jotish Chandra Saw 

19. Nikhil Behari Dey 
20. Natu alias Nritya Gopal Ganguli 


Besides these associates, Gyanendra Nath had 
been associated with the students of Calcutta as 


OMDNAHAWNS 


follows: 

aly Ram Das : 

2. Gophen and Nripen alias Nripendranath 
Mukharji A 

3 Khokan alias Ramendranath Mukharji 

4. Panu Babu alias Pannalal Banarji 

5. Heeman alias Hem Chandra Rai 

6 Pravash Chandra Rai 

7 Sudhansu Seekhar Singh 

8. Upendranath Bose 

9. Nripendranath Bose : 

10: Ghanta alias Ratindra Nath Rai 

Bia Ram Chandra Misra 

12% Susil Chandra Ghosh 

13; Maheswar 


Gyanendra Nath Das was convicted in the 
cause of mischief by fire in the Principal's Office of 
the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack in the Court of 
the Deputy Magistrate, Cuttack on the 23rd May 
4921 under Section 457 IPC and sentenced to ss 
months rigorous imprisonment. The accused yee 
no intention to burn the house or any Governmen 
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property being a staunch Gandhian follower. His 
object was to destroy the records of both in the 
offices of the Principal, Ravenshaw College and 
Inspector of Schools, Cuttack which were prepared 
against the students of schools and colleges of 
Cuttack Division for taking action against them. It 
was reported that he was involved in different 
crimes when Mahatma Gandhi was present at 
Cuttack with all leading nationalists during his visit 
to Orissa. Moreover, Mr. Lahiri reported that 
Gyanendra Nath Das was appointed as the 
volunteer during Gandhiji's visit to Orissa. So it is 
clear to mention that the report of the Police against 
him was intentional. When everybody at Nagpur 
Session agreed to launch non-violent and non- 
cooperation movement all over India, how the 
student-non-cooperators of Orissa became violent 
and revolutionary minded at the first visit of Gandhiji 
to Orissa which went beyond the principles of non- 
cooperation Satyagraha. lf the report was non 
intentional and genuine one Gandhiji might have 
remarked on the activities of the student-non- 
coopeators of Orissa like the incident of Chauri 
Chaura in U.P. So the report of incendiarism in 
Orissa was the plan of the Government for taking 
repressive measures against the students of 
Orissa. 


Unlike Khurda High School and the 
Ravenshaw College incidents of similar 
incendiarism case also happened at Dhenkanal 
High School where the students had relations with 
the non-cooperators of Satyabadi by reading 
Samaj. Moreover, the spirit of non-cooperation was 
expanded due to the presence of Krishna Chandra 
Rath, Manager of Samaj and an ex-student of 
Dhenkanal School, one Ram Das Babaji, a student 
of Dhenkanal Sanskrit Tol and two other Behari 
Students of Patna Engineering School. Ram Das 
Babaji was the Chief organiser of the movement 
and principal speaker who could unite the student 
non-coopertors of Dhenkanal and Athgarh. The 
following students of this area had secret relation 
with Ram Das Babaji. They were: 


1. Kashinath Rath 

2. Lingaraj Mahapatra 

3. Loka Nath Das 

4 Rash Behari Patnaik of Athgarh Feudatory 
State. 

5: Alekha Prasad Das 

6. Bhabagrahi Satpathy 

wf Gatikrishna Tripathy 


pS 
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8. Gobinda Chandra Tripathy 
9. Kritibash Padhan of Dhenkanal State. 


The students collected subscription for Swaraj 
fund. Ram Das Babaji induced the students for 
strike on the 14th April 1921 and the roll of the 
school was reduced to 73 out of 214 boys. Then 
the students invited the leading non-cooperators 
of Cuttack like Madhusudan Patnaik, Niranjan 
Patnaik, Rajkrishna Bose and Krishna Chandra 
Rai. Finding no other way the British Government 
convicted Ram Das Babaji under Section 108 CPC 
on 4th November 1921 and was imprisoned for one 
year on the cause of inciting the students to 


incendiarism at Dhenkanal and Athgarh Feudatory 
States. 


In addition to the above mentioned 
incidents two more incendiarism cases occured in 
Banki. The Patpur Girls’ School and the Boys' High 
School were burnt on the 3rd June 1921 and 16th 
August 1921 respectively. The Police attributed in 
Suspicion to the NCOs, Students and local people 
for these happenings but no evidence could be 
obtained against anybody about the Cases. The 


Secretary, Narsing 
Madhusudan Patnai 


there. In July 1921, the Banki Ashram was 
transferred to Patmalav 


local Non-cooperators 
discuss secret matters 
following local non-cooperators of Banki took lead 


atthe beginning of the non-cooperation moveme: 
in 1921. They are: i 


Madhusudan Das 
2 Kunja Behari Patnaik 
ic} Loka Nath Mohapatra 
4. Nilakantha Rath 
Gy, Ananda Das 
6. Dama Das 
7 Ananda Charan Patnaik 
8. Nata Dhal 
9, Ram Patnaik 
10. Ananda Singh 
Padmalav Patnaik, and 
12. Raghunath Mohanti 
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Moreover, the following students of Banki played 
leading roles in the non-cooperation movement in 
Orissa. They were like: 


a Lakshmidhar Patnaik 
Narsing Chandra Misra 
Manmohan Naik 
Biswanath Dhal 

Krutibas Mohapatra 

Rash Behari Patnaik 

Loka Nath Das 

Lingaraj Mohapatra and 
Kashinath Rath. 
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It is guite remarkable to mention here that youth 
reaction against the British rule was too great to 
be controlled by the Police. The Government 
threatened the students and warned them to 
continue their studies in their respective institutions 
but they did not pay any heed to it. Finally, the 
Government took repressive measures against 
them by framing false cases of incendiarism which 
were falsified due to lack of evidence. The spirit of 
non-cooperation movement spread far and wide 


with more enthusiasm when Gandhiji addressed 
several public meetings in Orissa. 


In February 1921, the spirit of non- 
cooperation movement was preached amongst the 
Students of Athgarh Feudatory School under the 


as follows: 
i Sadananda Tripathy 
2. Kasinath Misra 
3. Ramkrishna Patnaik-I| 
4. Chandra Sekhar Tripathy and 
5s Nilakantha Rath. 


The Police reported that s da 
Tripathy and Nilakantha Rath oe 


the meetings to the students to leave their studies 
and to join in the freedom movement. The 
Government was informed of this news and took 
measures through the Headmaster of the school 
against the students of that school. Before 
beginning of the academic session of that year 
many of the students left the school by taking 
transfer certificates and some of them left their 
studies and joined in the freedom movement in the 
month of May 1921. 


The Police blamed ex-students of 
Dhenkanal and Athgarh School named Lingaraj 
Mahapatra, Lokanath Das, Rash Behari Patnaik, 
Ramkrishna Patnaik-ll and Kashinath Misra who 
were reading then at Banki. They came to their 
homes at Athgarh during the Puja Holidays in 
October 1921. Sadananda Tripathy, Radhashyam 
Dhira and others were present on 16th October 
1921 at Athgarh and they had a contact with the 
above stated students. On the same day at about 
1.30 PM. the Athgarh School was completely 
destroyed by fire. The Police suspected the above 
students for the occurance of fire but there was no 
proper evidence against the students. 


Mr. Lahiri, the Inspector of Police, 
his report has clearly mentioned, "......--- 
of sarvepaparation amongst the students and there 
is no doubt that the mischief by fire was done at 
the instance of some non-cooperators and by the 
local organisers. There was no direct evidence to 
connect the suspects but there was strong ground 
of suspicion against the persons referred to in my 
report and the evidence forthcoming was not 
sufficient to put on trial any of the persons 
suspected in the cases". 

Further he remarked about the Khurda 
burning cases that the Sub-Inspector, Dilwar 
Hussain's son had connection with the non- 
cooperators in their business and the S.I. tried to 
hush up the whole matter. But what about the other 
incendiarism cases in Orissa ? Why the Police 
failed to prove the other cases against the non- 
coopertors and the students of Orissa because, 


the Police and their agents were involved in those 
cases for creating bitterness among the people 
towards freedom movement. The Police failed to 
work out their secret plans due to extreme 
consciousness and affection of the public towards 
movement. Mr. Lahiri's report can clear the doubt 
as he has remarked, "the people have sympathy 
for the non-cooperators and the movement." 
Hence, the Police could not dare to convict them 
in the Court of law. 


The incendiarism cases as presented 
above can be accepted as an attempt to denigrate 
Gandhian programme of non-cooperation in 
Orissa. 
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Braja Kishor Dhall 


ia 


They all took shelter in the adjacent Banki 
area. One can not e sily forget how the 
neighbouring villagers magnanimously extended 
help to the awestruck people. The main activity of 
the Prajamandal centered round in Gholpur in 
Banki which was under my watch and care. Orissa 
was then ruled by Congress Ministry and 


Biswanath Das was the Prime 
Minister. My father-in-law 
Shri Dinabandhu Mangaraj was 
quite influential. It was for this 
reason that the police could not 
dare arrest me despite the 
extradiction order of the Raja of 
Dhenkanal. However, | was 
finally arrested by the Police of 
Banki Police Station. When | was 
taken to Banki from the Gholpur 
camp, | found PW.D, Minister, 
Rajkrishna Bose (MLA of Banki) 
was addressing a Public 
meeting. The local Congress 
workers Shri Radha Charan Kar 
and Golok Bihari Maharana 
greeted me and escorted me to 
the venue of the public meeting, 


They said | was wanted by 
Raj Krishna Babu. 


incident in man 
following day, 


raja Kishor Dha 
born on 4 April 1912 
An eminent Prajamandal Leader 
and Freedom F; ighter 


me for the ensuing night. The minister also told the 
police that Shri Dhal was a committed Congress 
worker and would not abscond. Thus | spent that 
night in the house of a Police Officer as a guest. 
Minister Shri Raj Krishna Bose has referred to this 
y of his public meetings. On-the 
| was presented before the Magistrate 


and was sent to Banki jail where 
| stayed for 5 days. Later | was 
taken to the Magistrate Court in 
Cuttack. Major John was the 
Magistrate in Cuttack. He 
showed a great interest in 
knowing the reasons of my 
arrest. He was really sanguine 
to know from me the activities 
of the Prajamandal and the 
details of repressive measures 


| still remember the incident. When | was 
released from the jail | immediately met the Prime 
Minister of Orissa, Shri Biswanath Das. He greeted 
me and divulged his real intention that for our safety 
alone he had to prevail upon the Magistrate then 
not to release me on bail. His unpretentious 
confession brought tears to my eyes. 


The Magistrate consulted the-then Prime 
Minister of Orissa, Shri Biswanath Das on the issue 
of bailing me out. The Prime Minister suggested 
not to release me on bail as | was the leader of the 
Prajamandal Movement and the movement then 
was gradually catching fire. | was to live in Cuttack 
prison for one more year with my fellow workers 
i.e. Late Mahesh Chandra, Subahu Singh, 
Baishnav Charan Patnaik and others. iDnentanal 


2 = = = - > 
1996 Samanta Chandra Sekhar awards announced: 

Government of Orissa in the Department of Environment and Science and Technology have instituted 
the prestigious Samant Chandra Sekhar awards io felicitate Scientists of the State with outstanding contributions 
to their credit. These awards are being given away by the Orissa Science Academy every year, Recently the 
1996 Samanta Chandra Sekhar Award has been announced and the following eminent scholars have been 


selected to receive the awards. 
Prof, Nimai Charan Mohapatra, 


(Berhampur University) - (Physics) 
Dr. (Smt.) Subasini Lenka, 

Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. (Physics) 
Prof, Shankar Prasad Bhuyan, 
Utkal University. 

Dr. Mahendra Patel, 
Director, Indian Agro Paper Mills. (Engineering and Technology) 
Prof. Bhakta Bhusan Rath, . 

Programme Coordinator, 
Naval Research Laboratory, 
Washington- D.C. 


(Life Sciences) 


(Marine Research) 
ation and a silver plaque each. 


Each award carries a cash amount of Rs.15,000/-, a cil 


National Symposium on Rice Research Inaugurated in Cuttack : 

On the occasion of 50 years completion of India’s Independence a three-day national symposium of 
urated on 5.2.98 at the Central Rice Research Institute (CRRI), Cuttack. The symposium 
he 2\st century-purpose and prioriiles’ was inaugurated by Shri Sudhansu 
Bhusan Mishra, Chief Secretary to Govt. of Orissa, Underlihing the special status of CRRI in the field of rice research 
he said uptill now 52 varieties of high-yielding paddy were developed by the rice research scientists of this 
Institute, Out of which the short duration rice - Hira, Kalinga-lll and Bandana were widely accepted by the 
farmers of rain-fed upland areas, Similarly, varieties like Sabitr, Dharitri and Tapaswini became popular for rain- 
fed low land, Besides, Lunishree variety of rice Is found most suitable for coastal saline areas. Shri Mishra said 
Eastern India Is the largest rice growing region in the country accounting for 58 per cent of area and less than 48 
per cent of production. Yield level of rice is 1.80 tonnes per hectare which is below the national average of 2.7 
per hectare. Orissa accounts for 10.8 per cent of total rice area but 9 per cent of total rice production in the 
country. Shri Mishra further said that food requirement of the country by the end of 9th Plan may exceed 239 
million tonnes out of which share of rice may be 98 million tonnes. Hence an additional 16 million tonnes by the 
end of 9th Plan and 38 million tonnes.in the next 10 years have to be produced over the current level of 82 million 
fonnes. On the face of near stagnation in the tice production a steady increase from the present level of 1.8 
tonnes per hectare to 2.47 tonnes per hectare and subsequently 3.5 tonnes per hectare by 2000 AD and 2010 
AD respectively is required. : 

The DDG of Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi, Dr. Mangala Ray stressed the need of 
rice production, particularly in the eastern regional States of the country. Vice-Chancellor of Utkal University, Dr. 
G.K, Das underlined the need of better coordination among the researchers of University and the researchers of 
CRRI for augmenting tice production. He also pleaded that the wages between the Industrial workers and the 
Agricultural workers should be equal for giving an impetus to increased rice production. 

mmissioner, Shri R.N. Senapati, Senior Scientists of the C.R.R.I. and more than 100 


State Agricultural Co 
participating ee researchers attended and participated in the seminar. 


Source - PIB 


tice research was inaug ‘ 
entitled "Problems of rice research in #1 
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PANCHAYAT FINANCE — 


THE TASKS BEFORE THE STATE FINANCE 
COMMISSION AND STATE GOVERNMENT 


Debendra Kumar Jena 


| t 


‘Panchayati Raj'— the model of grass root 
democracy in rural India symbolises the aspirations 
of our freedom fighters. Mahatma Gandhi laid 
maximum emphasis on decentralisation of 
democracy through Panchayats. For him 
Panchayat represented ‘Gramswaraj' — self-rule in 
village. This philosophy of ‘Gramswaraj' was 
incorporated in the Directive Police of the State 


Policy of the Constitution, Specifically in Article 40, 
which reads: 


"The State shall take all Steps to organise 
village Panchayats and endow them with 
as much power and authority as may be 


necessary for them to function as units 
of self-government". 


A formal thrée tier system of Panchayati 
Raj was introduced in the country in 1959 on the 
recommendation of Balwantray Mehta Committee. 
The recommendations of the Mehta Committee 
were implemented in a piecemeal manner as the 
State Governments were given options to adopt 
the models as per the Suitability of their needs and 
requirements. The experiment of Panchayati Raj 
did not yield any Satisfactory result due toa variety 


Of reasons, the most important of these reasons 
are: 


1. Conceptual confu 


sion and lack of Clarity about 
the concept of se 


lf-government; 


Lack of devolution of adequate financial 
resources, powers and authority to PRis, 
3. Top down model 


of centralised planning for 
development; 


4. Deliberate onslau 
level politicians a 
leading to supers 
elections. 


ght by Central and State 
nd administration on PRis 
ession and non-conduct of 


For over three decades, different States 
had experimented with different versions of PRIs. 
While PRIs acquired stronger roots in certain 
States like Gujurat and Maharashtra, in others it 
struggled for legitimacy. It failed to acquire the 
status and dignity of viable and responsible 
people's bodies because of absence of regular 
elections, prolonged supersessions, insufficient 
representation of weaker sections, inadequate 
devolution of powers, lack of financial resources 
and ad infinitum. The State Governments were also 
reluctant to share power with the sub-State level 
democratic institutions. This dejected situation 
compelled the national leaders, planners and policy 
makers to accept and recognise the problems 
confronting Panchayati Raj and devise structural 
changes and solutions to rectify the short-comings. 
Ashok Mehta Committee appointed by the Janata 
Government at the Centre in 1977 which submitted 
its report in 1978, G.V.K.Rao Committee 
commissioned by the Planning Commission and 
finally the LM. Singhvi Committee set up by the 

ernment of India in 1986 made valuable 
recommendations for revitalisation of the PRIs 
which culminated in the introduction of the 73rd 
Amendment to Constitution, and the Amendment: 
Act came into force on 24.4.4 993. 


The 73rd Amendment to the Constitution 


breathed a new life into the Panchayati Rai 
Institutions (PRs) 


"Constitutional Status" 


‘Reviving Gramsabha, constitution of 
Panchayats at village and other two levels: 
direct election to all seats in the Panchayats 
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at the village and other two levels, reservation 
of seats for the S.C. and S.T., reservation of 
not less than one third of the seats for 
women, fixing tenure of five years for 
Panchayats at all levels and holding election 
within a period of six months in the event of 
supersession of any Panchayat; 


Devolving of powers and responsibilities 
upon the Panchayats with respect to the 
preparation of plans for economic 
development and social justice and 
decentralised district planning (introduced by 
the Constitution Seventyfourth Amendment); 


Setting up of the Election Commission inthe 
States for superintendence, direction and 
control of the preparation of electoral rolls 
and conduct of all the elections to the 


Panchayats; 


Providing the Panchayats with a list 
consisting of 29 items of work by adding the 
Eleventh schedule to the Constitution of 
India; and 

Adopting a number of measures for sound 
finance of Panchayats and setting up of State 
Finance Commissions in the States for 
periodical review of their financial position. 


Financial arrangement is the oxygen 
of all self-government. One of the important 
reasons for decline and stagnation of PRIs 
was their fragile fiscal health. Apart from this, 
Finance happens to be the most critical 
factor in any scheme of planning and 
development. Adequate availability of finance 
is also one of the preconditions for according 


functional autonomy to any institution. 


Realising the importance of Finance 
function of the PRls various committees were 
set up by Government of India at different 
points of time to recommend measures for 
strengthening the financial position of the 
PRis. Local Finance Enquiry Committee 
appointed in 1951 under the Chairmanship 
of Sri PK.Wattal, Taxation Enquiry Committee 
under the Chairmanship of Dr.John Mathai 
which submitted its report in 1953-54, the 
Study team of Community Project and 
National Extension Service (1957), 
Santhanam Committee (1 963), Study Team 
on District Administration of the 


Administrative Reforms Commission (1967), 
the Ashok Mehta Committee (1978), the 
G.V.K.Rao Committee (1985) and 
L.M.Singhvi Committee (1986) made 
valuable suggestions to make the Panchayati 
Raj Institutions financially sound. 


However, elaborate provisions have been 


made in the Constitution by the Seventy-third 
Amendment Act, 1992 to take care of the financial 
problems of the Panchayati Raj Institutions. The 
Constitutional provisions relating to Panchayat 
finances are as follows: = 


Ls 


Article-243H authorises that the State 
Legislature may by law: 


(a) authorise a Panchayat to levy, collect and 
appropriate such taxes, duties, tolls and 
fees in accordance with such procedure 
and subject to such limits; 


(b) assign to Panchayats such taxes, duty, 
toll, fees levied and collected by the State 
Government for such purposes and 
subject to such condition and limit; 


(c) provide for making such grants-in-aid to 
the Panchayats from the consolidated 
fund of the State; and 


(d 


z= 


provide for constitution of such funds for 
crediting all moneys received, 
respectively by or on behalf of the 
Panchayats and also for the withdrawal 
of such moneys therefrom, as may be 
specified in law. 


This article thus gives necessary power 
to the States for better tax administration. 


Article 2431 provides for the constitution of 
State Finance Commission. It says; 


The Governor of a State shall as soon as may 
be within one year from the commencement 
of the Constitution 73rd Amendment Act, 
1992, and thereafter after expiration of every 
fifth year, constitute a Finance Commission - 
to review the financial position of the 
Panchayats and to make recommendations 
to the Government as to — 


(a) the principles which should govern; 


(i) the distribution between the State and 
the Panchayats of the net proceeds of 
the taxes, duties, tolls and fees leviable 
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by the State which may be divided 
between them under this part and the 
allocation between the Panchayats at 
all levels of the respective share of such 
proceeds, 


(ii) determination of the taxes, duties, tolls 
and fees leviable by the State which 
may be assigned to or appropriated by 
the Panchayats; 


(iii) grants-in-aid to the Panchayats from 
the consolidated fund of the State; 


(b) Measures needs to improve the financial 
Position of the Panchayats; 


(c) any other matter referred to the Finance 
Commission by the Governor in the 
interest of sound finances of Panchayats. 


Article 243J further provides that the 
"Legislature of a State may by law make 
provisions with respect to the maintenance 
of accounts by the Panchayats and the 
auditing of such accounts". 


4. — InClause (3) of Article 280 of the Constitution, 
after sub-clause (b), sub-clause (bb) is 
inserted which stipulates that “it shall be the 
duty of the Finance Commission (of India) to 
make recommendation to the President as 
to the measures needed to augment the 
Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement 
the resources of the Panchayats in the States 
on the basis of recommendations made by 
the Finance Commission of the State. 


The Constitution 74th Amendment Act by 
inserting Article 2437D provides for 
up of District Planning Committe 
decentralised District Planning. 


Setting 
es for 


tax assignment, tax sharing, 
on and user charges 
anchayat properties, 


dispensation after ihe 73rd Amendment to the 
Constitution, 29 items relating to public and social 
welfare have been alloted to the Panchayat Raj 
Institutions which include Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry, Rural Housing, Drinking Water, Fuel 
and Fodder, Roads, Culverts, Bridges etc. Unless 
the resource base of the PRis is improved and a 
sound system of financial management is installed 
in the PRls they would not be able to do justice to 
ithe new functions alloted to them. These new 
responsibilities should be matched with financial 
resources and what matters now is not the listing 
of functions but the access to financial resources 
to successfully implement these new functions. 


In these circumstances and pursuant to 
the 73rd. Amendment Act, various States have 
enacted conformity Acts and established Finance 
Commissions to, recommend norms for devolution 
of resources to ‘the PRis as well as to suggest 
measures for betterment of their financial position. 
The Tenth Finance Commission has also 
recommended transfer of nearly Rs.430 crores to 
the States for allocation of the same to the PRIs 
on the basis of the recommendations of their 
respective State Finance Commissions. The State 
Finance Commissions have the crucial task of 
determining the parameters for devolution of 
resources to the PRis from the kitty of the 
respective State Governments and another 
important assignment relating to measures for 
improving their financial Position. 


The major task before the State Finance 
ssions is to explore new vistas/avenues for 
augmenting the resource base of the PRis and also 
to improve the system of financial management of 
the PRls so that the fruits of grass-root democracy 
would actually trickle down to the common man. 


Commi 


In this context it is desirable that the SFCs 
should recommend to the States to assign more 
taxes and non-tax revenues like fees and charges 
of local character to the PRis to improve their 
resource base. Taxes should be made compulsory 
exactions with a strong machinery to ensure its 
collection. Land Tax, House/Building tax, Vehicle 
tax, Profession tax, Entertainment Tax, Tax on 
Advertisement, Octroi on animals and goods 
should be assigned to the PRis. The PRis should 


also be entrusted to levy user charges like tolls, 
water-rates and m 


\ arket fees. A poll tax or a 
betterment levy' on every adult member may be 


imposed by the Panchayat for construction of public 
utilities. 

The SFCs should also recommend for 
expansion of the divisible pool of taxes by bringing 
in more items of tax and non-tax revenues. 
A greater share of Land Revenue, Stamp Duty, 
Royalties and Cess on minerals and forest cess 
should be transferred to the PRIs. Sales Tax which 
constitutes nearly 40% of the revenue receipt of 
the States should be brought to the divisible pool 
as the base for its collection is spread all over the 
State. Similarly State Excise Duty and Motor 
vehicle Tax should also be shared with the PRs. 
But, it is doubtful, if the State Govenments with 
their own problems of resource mobilisation would 
be willing to increase the share of the PRIs from 
their revenue receipts. 


Transfer of resources through grant-in-aid 
from the Central and State Govenmenis is one of 
the major sources of receipt of Funds for the PRis. 
Therefore, the SFCs should evolve a scheme for 
transfer of resources through grant-in-aid so as to 
ensure financial equilibrium at all levels of the PRIs. 
The formula for allocation of resources should be 
so designed that vertical imbalances are removed. 
The grants should be distributed in a transparent, 
equitable and predictable manner on‘the basis of 
a rational and normative transfer mechanism 
without telling upon the autonomy of the PRs. 
Another prime task of inter-Governmenial transfer 
is the promotion of horizontal equity at inter- 
Panchayat level. A rule-based arrangement ora 
simple formula should be evolved which will 
continually reduce the mismatch between the 
revenue-raising ability and fiscal needs of the 
Panchayais at horizental level in the three tiers. A 
sort of incentive grant should be devised to 
commend the tax-raising, savings and 
developmental effort of the PRls. 

Besides the above, a formula should also 


be worked out which would normatively assess 
fiscal needs, fiscal capacity, revenue efforts and 


inherent cost disadvantages of particular regions. . 


Panchayats or classes of people in any 
one wha snice abnormal disadvantages 
may have to be given (e.g. droughi- 
| people etc.). The effort should 
for an equalisation grant that 
benefit available to each 
la should be periodically 


special granis 
prone areas, triba 
aiso be to provide 
seeks to equalise the net 
Panchayat. But this formu 


reviewed to retain its equity effect. The existing 
practice in some States like Gujrat and 
Maharashtra and instituting a District Equalisation 
Fund and Block Equalisation Fund to achieve the 
development goal, equity and social justice may 
be prescribed for the PRIs at District and Block 
level under the new dispensation. 


The SFCs should also see to it that the 
resource-transfer principle should be characterised 
by predictability, efficiency and simplicity with the 
objective of promoting autonomy and securing 
inter-Panchayat equity and should keep in view the 
absorption capacity of the PRis and be an 
instrument for penalising wasteful and uneconomic 
expenditure and encouraging better resource 
mobilisation. The transfer-mechanism should in no 
way result in a dependency syndrome. Every effort 
should be made to encourage resource 
mobilisation and enforce fiscal discipline. The PRIs 
should know the amount and timing of the transfers 
so as to enable them to make provision for planning, 
budgeting and implementation of their activities. 
The resource transfer should facilitate efficient 
management and discourage wasteful and 
uneconomic practices. It should not adopi a ‘gap 
filling’ approach. The SFCs should also evaluate 
the utilisation ability of the PRIs while finalising the 
principles for transfer of resources. Last but not 
the least, the transfer-formula recommended by the 
SFCs should be simple, intelligible and transparent. 


The SFCs may also recommend to ihe 
PRIs to take recourse to borrowing as it is a good 
source of finance for capital projects. Several PRIs 
have also borrowed to finance developmental 
projects in the past. The Zilla Parishads should be 
authorised to borrow from financial institutions and 
even to access the capital market directly with issue 
of bonds. The experience of Ahmedabad Zilla 
Parishad in raising funds for rural elecirification of 
the District through a 10-year bond at 12% rate of 
interest launched in 1982 shows that the PRIs at 
district level can tap the capital market. The Zilla 
Parishads may also be allowed to borrow on behalf 
of the lower tiers. While obtaining finance from the 
Financial institutions and capital market for 
developmenial projects it should be ensured that 
the projects undertaken generate adequate return 
to pay back the debt. It may also be suggested to 
the State Governments to establish Panchayat 
Finance Corporations to finance the developmental 
needs of the PRIs at different levels. The work done 
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inance Corporations in U.P. and burial. Democratric representation without taxation 
SCR eeR in ane States. cannot ensure their autonomy and self-goverance. 
All PRis should, therefore, have power to levy, 
ea aS eae ee ae assess and collect compulsory taxes. ie oe 
a eaovenn a should lay the foundation of a machinery to 
Bee ue TE Ce a aeeanalere over aanishetcn of the PRIs which should 
ounc! he s 
attended by the members and Chairman of Zilla ensure efficient collection of taxes. 
Parishads as well as the Chief Minister of the State, 
Minister of Panchayati Raj and other Ministers in- 
charge of developmental departments. Various 
Operational problems of the PRIs should be 
discussed in these meetings and measures for their 


Solution should be Suggested to the State 
Government. 


The SFCs should also suggest methods 
for efficient cash Management by the PRIs. Under 
the new dispensation the PRIs would be getting 
sizable funds for their activities and therefore, it is 
imperative that their expertise in handling cash and 
attending to financial Properties will have to be 
sharpened. This should get adequate attention both 
The task of betterment of financial position in terms of training of elected office bearers a 
of the PRs does not end with an efficient system the staff engaged in funds management ca 
of transfer, of resources and augmenting their redeployment or expansion of existing staff ae 
resource base only, it also involves the designing _'0 facilitate effective funds management ve it 
of an efficacious System of management of PRis. The system of keeping accounts ang =e 
finances of the PRs. audit in PRIs has been Prescribed on the lines 0 


: : ; Government system of accounting. This system 
The Financial Management issues of the of accounting needs redesigning to sub-serve the 
PRIs should be Studied from the Stand-point of developmental needs of the PRIs. It should be seen 
Budget, Taxation, Accounting and Audit. Each PR| that bonafide intentions are not thwarted by 
should have an annual budget of estimated receipts cumbersome procedures The experience of the 
and expenditure. It should be finalised before the Local Fund Audit Organisation should be utilised 
commencement of the financial year. If itis drawn to prescribe the new System of accounting for the 
up early and debated among members it will PRls.The PRs should also have a set of wholetime 
discourage imbalances and distortions. The total Officials employed by them with ultimate 
expected inflow of funds can bi accountability to h 
rate of flow of funds c 
the tiers and between the Zilla Parishad and the- conn 
State Government. A 


re a bar toe i 
budgetary provisions would also transmit a bottom- ae 


manage’ i 
Up pressure from the lower tiers of the Panchayat Hee iatet onan ea pnlisug ‘He ae 
Bodies to the District Tiers to release funds. consolidating and compili th e ts of the 
Similarly, the Zilla Parishads can urge the State PRIs and Present th Ai ac State 
Governments to release its share in time. In the Legislature ia 
budget differentiation should be made between : 
revenue and capital account which may lead to With periodical Elections to the Panchayat 
Panchayat members ai 


Therefore, in 


o 


auditing like Audit of Receipts, Expenditure, Works 
and Grant-in-aid of the PRIs. 


In our State, a State Finance Commission 
has been set up under the Chairmanship of Justice 
S.K.Mohanty which has distinguished political 
leaders, economists and administrators as 
members. It is hoped that this first SFC of the State 
would delve deep into the problems of Panchayat 
Finance and recommend effective measures for 
toning up the fiscal health of the PRIs which had 
had a very fragile financial health. The State 
Government have also a great role to play as a 
facilitator by way of providing the SFC with 
adequate fiscal and socio-economic data-base, 
Funds and human-resources to make an objective 
analysis of the problem of Panchayat Finance and 
devise solutions in a scientific manner so as to 
avoid any vertical and horizental disparity. Apart 
from this, the State Government should also take 
effective steps to implement the recommendations 
of the SFC in its letter and spirit for which a strong 
political will and able bureacratic support is 

required. SFC cells in the administrative 
‘departments of Panchayati Raj and Finance 
manned by motivated personnel would go a long 
way in making the task of the SFC easier by 
providing them back-up support. For providing 
policy support to the SFCs the NIPFF, Delhi has 


RELIEF MEASURES TO FARME 
NOVEMBER AND FIRST FORTNI 

Reports regarding assessment of ared a 
received from Collectors of the districts. As per the fr 


the 
in 25269 villages in 3560 Gram Panchayats in 
estimated to be 50% or more. The estimated loss 0} 


225.18 crores. In this co’ 


relief measures to the farmers i 


iG Short terrns agricul 
term loan, State Government’s con 


dil) 50% Subsidy will 
the public lift irrigation points of the 
(iv) A drive shall be u 


bers) as members of the Prirnary 
eat crop. Share capital contribution for enrolment o 


Fund. This facility will be availa 
The Committee has already approved 
Agriculture Departmen 
The aforementioned p 


RS IN THE AREA AFFECTED BY UNSE 
GHT OF DECEMBER 1997. 

ffected and the extent of calamity crop damaged has been 
ports received from Collectors Kharif Crop has been affected 
State. In as many as 495 Gram Panchayats extent of crop loss is 
f Kharif crop Is 4 lakhs twenty thousand metric tonnes valued at 


ntext a meeting of the High level Committee was held on 29.1.98. 


crop, the Committee approved provision of the following 


; f darnages of Kharif 
Considering the assessment of damag loss is estimated to be 50% or more. 


in the villages where crop 
Itural loan extended to farmers in three villages will be converted to medium 
tribution for this purpose will be met out of CRF. 


J ; 
qi) Cess on land revenue will be remitted in these villages ds a prerequisite for relief measures. 


be provided to the farmers in these villages in respect of supply of water from 
OLIC for ensuing Rabi Seasons. 
ndertaken to enroll the affected farmers in these villages (who are non- 


i Cooperative Societies in order to enable them to avail of credit facilities for 
f these new members will be charged to the Calamity Relief 


sanction of Rs.664.27 lakh as seed subsidy in favour of the 
+. With this assistance, 30% subsidy is available to the farmers on supply of seed. 


ackage of measures will be sent to the Election Commission of India for approval. 


already set up a SFC Cell. National Institute of 
Urban Affairs, New Delhi and NIRD, Hyderabad 
have also set up supportive cells for the above 
purpose. Apart from these expert groups and study 
teams on various aspects of Panchayat Finance 
should be set up with administrators, 
academicians, political leaders and social workers 
to go into specific aspects of Panchayat Finance. 
Seminars and Symposia on the problems of 
Panchayat Finance should also be organised/ 
sponsored in University Departments of Public 
Administration, Public Finance and State Institute 
of Rural Development to elicit different view-points. 


The Constitution Seventy-third 
Amendment has made a beginning to make the 
PRs financially viable in order to enable them to 
serve the people more effectively. In this task, the 
State Finance Commission and the State 
Government have a vital role to play in shaping up 
the fiscal health of the PRs. It is hoped that the 
first SFC of the State will make a lasting contribution 
in revitalising the PRIs and make the dream of 
grass-root democracy a reality. 


Additional Commercial Tax Officer 
O/O, Asst. Commissioner of C.T. (Intelligence) 
Puri Ghat, Cuttack. 


ASONAL RAINS DURING LAST WEEK OF 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HIRAKUD 
DAM PROJECT 


Dr. Hemanta Kumar Mohapatra 


The Mahanadi with a length of 533 miles 
ranks as one of the largest rivers of the world. It 
had a catchment area of about 51,000 square miles 
(reckoned above Naraj). The average annual rainfall 
in the catchment area was 53.17 inches. The mean 
annual run off of the river at Naraj was 74 million 
acre feet. This run off of the Mahanadi at Naraj 
would fill the reservoir formed by the Mettur Dam 
in Madras more than thirty times. 


The mean annual discharge of the 
Mahanadi was about one lakh cusecs which was 
nearly two thirds of the total discharge of all canals 
and irrigation wells in India which used to irrigate 
70 million areas of land by each year. The discharge 
from the river sometimes attained a Peak of 1.5 
million cusecs. Such a great potentiality was going 
waste because of the lack of Proper harnessing. 
The wide fluctuation in its discharge not only 
detracted from the usefulness of the river but also 
made it ‘positively destructive’. 


The Mahanadi had also reached the base 
level of erosion resulting ina very shallow channel 
full of sand and silt. This channel was incapable of 
holding the huge volume of water during the 
monsoon so that flood occured almost every year. 
Unfortunately the Mahanadi Delta which was 
withstanding this flood was extending over a vast 
area of 2300 square miles, constituting nearly 
seventy percent of the Central delta, the most 
fertile and densely populated tracts of Orissa, 


History of major devastations and eff 
or 
harness the river: ape 


Itwas recorded that since the great famine 
ynine floods 


enthusiasm and zeal of the people. 


The idea of harnessing the river to control 
its devastating flood havoc took a concrete shape 
with the suggestion of Sir Arthur Cotton in 1858.A 
foremost pioneer of irrigation in India, he suggested 
weirs across the major rivers of Orissa. According 
to the reports available in the Orissa Secretariate 
the Executive Engineer of the East India Irrigation 
Company, J.PH.Walker recommended in 1862 and 
1864 five dam sights in the upper portions of 
Mahanadi. The Flood Enquiry Committee of 1927 
known as the Adams William Committee did not 
favour the flood control reservoirs on any of the 
rivers. It rather suggested the opening of some 


estuaries to allow free Passage of flood water into 
the sea. 


In a major break-through in 1937 the 
Government of Orissa requisitioned the services 
of Sir M.Visveswaraiya to investigate the matter 
and examine the reports of Adams William 
Committee. Visveswaraiya was the first to envisage 
that a reservoir if constructed would prove useful 


in extending itrigation, generating electricity and 
control of flood. 


In 1938 the Flood Enquiry Committee did 

not recommend Storage reservoirs on account 0 

high cost. However, Rangaya, the Chairman ofthis 

ce justified it considering the loss caused 
e 


t od. M. Visveswaraiya visited Orissa again 
'N 1939 and this time h 


In 1934, a terrible flood rc) in Oriss@ 
34, cured in Oris 
and the attention of the Government of India was 


© problem of 
Damodar vy i 


Orissa namely, flood, drought, poverty and disease 
lay in the control of its rivers by means of storage 
dams to provide flood control, irrigation, power and 
navigation facilities. From that conviction emerged 
the plan to control the Mahanadi river and its first 
stage the Hirakud Dam. 


Consultations started between the Central 
and Provincial governments, as a result of which 
Dr.Ambedkar, the Labour Member of the 
Government of India came to Cuttack on 8 
November 1945 and chaired a meeting attended 
by the representatives of the Eastern States 
Agency, the Governments of India and Orissa and 
the Governments of Central Province and Berar. 
In this conference Ambedkar pointed out that the 
final solution of Orissa's water problem should be 
sought in the construction of multipurpose dams. 
The Chief Engineer of the Government of India then 
made an air survey of the Mahanadi river to select 
the site for one such dam. 


Role of the Second Congress Ministry led by 
H. K. Mahtab: 

Even before Shri Harekrushna Mahtab led 
the Second Congress Ministry in Orissa he felt 

oncerned 
eae mem Ahmadnagar fort, where he was a 
prisoner, he wrote to A.V. Thakkar, the President of 
Orissa Flood Enquiry Committee to plead for the 
construction of the Hirakud Dam. When he came 
out of the prison he enlisted the support of the 
Viceroy of India, Lord Wavel and the Governor of 
Orissa, Sir Hawthrone Lewis. Wavel decided that 
the problems of Orissa be dealt on priority and 
emergency basis. On 21 January, 1946 he 
informed the Secretary of State for India that he 
was going ahead with the construction of the first 
dam in the Mahanadi scheme and made it clear 
that the scheme would be financed by the Centre 
and Orissa would contribute when profits would 
begin to accrue. 

The Hirakud Dam Project was prepared 
on the basis suggested by B.R.Ambedkar. With the 
approval of the Governments of India and Orissa 
the foundation stone of the Hirakud Dam was laid 
on 15th March, 1946 by Sir Hawthrone Lewis, 
Governor of Orissa. On this occasion Lord Wavel 


sent a : 
dam site when the first batch of concrete of the 


the Prime 
site was laid on 12 April, 1948 by 
nets of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 


i 15 March, 1946 
This gap of two years from 15 1g 
to 12 April, 1948 saw many moments of anxiety 


over the flood menace of the / 


message. But the real work started at the - 


and uncertainity and the work of the dam was 
delayed due to severe resistance by the local 
people. During this critical time the ministry of 
Mahtab played a very significant role and Hirakud 
Dam project was implemented ultimately. 


The project cost was estimated around 
rupees sixty crores which was equal to twenty- five 
year's of Orissa's revenue. The mobilisation of 
resources for the project from inside the state was 
also out of question. Orissa had to face a keen 
competition with other projects for central 
assistance. So any postponement of the proposal 
would lead to weaken the claims of Orissa. Here 
the Congress Ministry faced a crucial task of 
convincing the Central Government of the futility 
of the agitation as well as of convincing the agitated 
people of their unfounded apprehensions. 


Government made positive efforts to 
educte the affected people about the benefit of the 
project. The local Congress party workers were 
asked to maintain solidarity and mould public 
opinion in favour of the dam. The Publicity 
Department of the Government started 
propaganda and local leaders were taken on tours 
to other river valley project sites of India. Mahtab 
and his cabinet colleague Nabakrushna 
Chaudhury made extensive tours and addressed 
a number of public meetings to impress upon the 
agitated people as to the advantages of the project. 
They made it clear that areas like Jharsuguda, 
Baragarh and Padampur would be benefited by the 
project. The few under-developed villages, which 
would be submerged under water should be duly 
compensated and suitably rehabilitated. 


In spite of that, the leaders of the 
resistance movement were making efforts to 
convince the members of the Interim Government 
at the Centre regarding the public resentment and 
futility of the plan. However the Government of 
Orissa played their cards successfully at the Centre 
and the Central leaders favoured the speedy 
implementation of the project. Sardar Patel wrote 
to Mahtab to go ahead with the project. Rai bahadur 
A.N.Khosla came to Cuttack and in a conference 
on 22 August, 1946 met Bodharam Dubey and 
other members of the Anti-Hirakud Dam 
Committee. Many questions were raised on the 
issue by the agitation leaders and Khosla was able 
to remove their fear and apprehensions. Finally he 
assumed that the scheme had the ‘general 
approval of all’. Dubey demanded that the 
Government must proceed with the project after 
ascertaining the feasibility by investigation. Sankar 
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Prasad Mishra emphasised on ‘due compensation 
in the form of land’. Khosla advised him to meet 
. the Premier of Orissa on this question. 


In this regard Mahtab assured the affected 
people due compensation and made a statement 
in the Assembly that even the landless people who 
constituted five percent of the Population in the 


affected area, would also be provided land at the 
time of rehabilitation. 


Yet in spite of all such efforts to calm down 
the movement, the Anti-Dam Agitation assumed a 
serious dimension in Sambalpur. 


At Sambalpur a conference of the Anti- 
Dam-Agitators was held on 28 April, 1947 to decide 
the future plan of action. 


The movement to separate Sambalpur 
from Orissa also gathered momentum and some 
leaders of Sambalpur had petitioned before the 
Political Department of the Government of India to 


allow Sambalpur to join the Eastern States 
Federation. 


The Anti-Hirakud Dam movement 
however, fizzled out in course of time and the 
disruptive forces were pushed to back-ground with 
a strong hand. Finally on 28 August 1947 the 
Assembly unanimously adopted the resolution on 


Hirakud Dam-and now the real work was to be 
started. 


Implementation of the Project: 


A.N.Khi 
to coll 
the construction of the Project as their agent. The 
ormed the blueprint 
vember 1947 a 
lhi under the 


Previously an Advisory Commi 

Hirakud Dam Project was aceeintes ae the 

Government of India known as the aus 
e 


Committee’ after the name of its Chairman 
Dr. J.L.Savage. This committee had three other 
members namely L.L.McClellan, M.Narasimhaiya 
and S.A. Gadkary. The Dam site was inspected by 
Dr. Savage in March 1947 and by Messers 
Gadkary and Narasimhaiya in April, 1947. 


But before the Advisory Committee 
submitted its report the Orissa Government 
impressed upon the Prime Minister of India, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru to.come and lay the foundation 
of the project. He readily accepted the invitation 
because to him Hirakud was a great project and it 
would bring immense blessings for the people. He 
had came to inaugurate work on the dam after a 
full consideration of the report of Khosla and was 


aware of the criticisms levelled against the Hirakud 
Dam by some people. 


While laying the foundation Nehru hoped 
e river valley schemes would be the 
foundation of all future development in India. He 
also congratulated the People of Orissa for they 
had the proud Privilege of the beginning of this great 
adventure which was far more vital to the future of 
India. Finally he Sought the whole-hearted co- 
Operation of the People and hoped that the people 
would take a vow to complete the work that had 
a undertakgn and would not relax till it was 
ished. 


that th 


Od production. 
Project Organisation: 


e The Hirakud 
Overnment sche ; 
did not have the resoutre Government of Oriss@ 


. ; . iS 
Provided in the a a He Construction wa 
Government. 


Governme afoot between the State and Cental 
into two branches. (ype oreanisation was divide 
and (i) the Land 4) te Construction Organisation 
The Constru at and Development Organisation. 
the Central Wane Sanisation was placed unde" 
Ommission, later 2S tigation and Navigation 
"(eT On designed ag Central wate! 


and Power Commission. !t was in charge of the 
construction of the dam, the power house, canais, 
transmission systems and all works connected 
therewith except land acauisition and other matters 
connected with the land. The Land and 
Development Organisation was placed under the 
Government of Orissa. It dealt with matters relating 
to land acquisition, reclamation and resettlement 
and development concerning the Hirakud Project. 
The member, Board of Revenue, Orissa at 
Sambalpur was placed in direct charge of the 
organisation. He was being assisted by an officer 
in the rank of deputy commissioner. A separate 
department-the River Valley Development 
Department was created in order to look after all 
matters concerning the Hirakud Project with which 
the State Government was concerned. The 
“Construction Organisation was headed bya Chief 
Engineer appointed by the Government of India. 
Finally a Control Board, set up under the 
chairmanship of Chief Minister of Orissa, dealt with 
matters of major policy concerning the project. 


Compensation and Rehabilitation: 


Mosi of the lands to be suomerged under 
the reservoir of the dam were hilly and forest areas. 
in spite of that it was estimated that 283 villages 
(249 in Sambalpur and 34 in Madhya Pradesh) 
were going to be submerged under water out of 
which 113 villages were to be completely 
submerged and the rest partly. This had given rise 
to the problem of finding new homes and new lands 
for about one lakh of people. 


The responsibility of resettling of the 
displaced was on the Government of Orissa. So a 
new department named the ‘Hirakud Land 
Organisation’ was set up for orderly evacuation, 
resettlement and rehabilitation of the displaced. The 
Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa at Sambalpur 
was in overall charge of the department. The real 
evacuation started in the summer of 1955. Bui in 
the meantime lavish arrangements were made to 
give the displaced due compensation, prepare land 
for new cultivation and distribution and build model 
villages with all the possible amenities to attract 
the displaced, and deserted from their original 
habitat. The people of the submerged area were 
very much unsophisticated. It was unthinkable for 
them to leave their villages which also meant 
ities. But once they knew that there 


ing their dei ney 
Hon os alternative than to move in time before every 
thing submerged, the organised community life 


helped in their most orderly evacuation and 
ultimately settled in the specified areas. 


Progress of the Project: 


The main objectives of this hydel project 
were irrigation, power generation and flood control. 
The project was to be completed in two stages. In 
stage-! were included the construction of the main 
dam and appurtenant works, canal system in the 
Sambalpur and Bolangir districts and power 
generation at the main dam. The work on this stage 
started in April, 1948 and was almost complete by 
January, 1957. Water for irrigation was made 
available from 7 September, 1956. The total cost 
of this stage was Rs.70.78 crores which was 
distributed over various items as given below. 


Item-1 The main dam and 

appurtenants works Rs.45.50 crores 
litem - 11 Main canal, branches 

and distributaries Rs.8.12 crores 
Item - Ill Power generation Rs.16.27 crores 


Item - 1V Miscellaneous Rs.0.89 crores 


The Delta Irrigation Scheme which was 
subsequently sanctioned at an estimated cost of 
Rs.14.92 crores and which was being executed by 
the Government of Orissa was apartof Stage- 
| of the Mahanadi Valley Project. In the Second 
stage of the project provision was made for a 
subsidiary power development scheme at 
Chiplima, 17, miles below the Hirakud Dam, at an 
estimated cost of Rs.14.32 crores. 


But the works of the-Delta Irrigation 
Scheme and the Chiplima project was just started 
when the Hirakud Dam project was inaugurated 
and dedicated for the service of the nation on 13 
January, 1957 by the Prime Minister of India, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. Thus, from its inception to its 
completion the project had taken barely 10 years 
and 8 months, a record for a project.of that 
magnitude. There had been long drawn opposition, 
controversies and criticisms, well and ill-informed, 
genuine and interested. These, notwithstanding, 
the project had pulled through because of its 
inherent soundness and merit and because it was 
the crying need of Orissa. As destiny had it, it 
became the fore-runner and torch-bearer of many 
other projects of its kind and thus, the first symbol 
of the new creative urge born of freedom. Indian in 
conception and Indian in execution, this great 
enterprise stands as a model of self-help and self- 
reliance worthy of our best traditions. 


Department of History 
Rajdhani College 
Bhubaneswar. 


EGG : AN IIDEAIL FOOD FOR GROWING 
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Egg is one of the single most complete 
food known to man as that of milk. It is versatile 
and nutritious. In comparision to milk it is also one 
of the best balanced food rich in protein of good 
biological value. Rich in iron, vitamins, minerals and 
fat except vitamin C. 


Egg is one of the very best food that nature 
has provided us in an unadulterated form. It is also 
good for nursing and expectant mothers and 
infants. A growing child if fed with 5 to 6 eggs a 
week, will not develop scurvy, rickets, beri-beri, 
night-blindness and pellagra. 


A poultry egg weighs about 57 grams and 
gives us 51 gms of food materials. Consisting of 
33 gms of albumen and 18 grams of yolk. 
Consumption of an €gg will give us about 90 
calories of energy, 6.5 gms of Protein, 6 grams of 
fat (240 mg. of cholesterol) 200-1000 International 
Units of vitamin A, essential for normal vision, 
growth and healthy skin, 200 micrograms of 
riboflavin required for oxidation inside the cells and 
for metabolism of amino acids, 40 micro grams of 
niacin required for utilisation of glucose and 
synthesis of fat. 600 micrograms of pantothenic 
acid needed for break down of fatty acids. 
Cooked e 
Biotin which is ess 
corpuscl 


and maturation of red blood 


blood. Egg is a ri 
Phosphorus, 1, 


Hence it is needless to say that i 
highly nutritious for alla y eeu 


L 4 ge groups and especi 
for growing children and irvalidg here 


Egg yolk contains 200-10 i 
Units-of vitamin A, 50-70 micro ea etnationa| 
(B,) required for normal app 
nervous system. It contain 
16% protein and 1% 
minerals. 


grams of thiamine 
etite and healthy 
S 49% water, 32.5% fat, 
Carbohydrate and 1.5% 
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Yolk is both a rich source of protein and 
fat. Yolk fats are in emulsified form which facilitates 
its digestion and absorption in the intestine. All the 
fat soluble vitamins like A, D, E, K are confined to 
the yolk. The concentration of calcium, phosphorus, 
iron, zinc, iodine and magnesium is more in yolk 
than in the albumen (egg white). 


Egg white or albumen contains 88% of 
water, 10.5% protein and it has no fat. Itisa good 
source of vitamin B complex and minerals like 
sodium, potassium, and sulphur. Protein is the 
major nutrient in albumen. Egg protein found in both 
yolk and white is of excellent biological value. The 
amino-acid composition of hen's egg is used asa 
standard for measuring the worth of the protein 
contents of other food products. Partially cooked 
eggs are the best to consume because loss of 
protein by this method of cooking is very low. lt 
takes two hours to get digested in the stomach, 
whereas fully boiled eggs require three hours for 
digestion. When eggs are fried for long loss of 
protein content occurs. Consumption of raw eggs 
May Cause a disease called egg-white injury, due 
to the inhibiting factor called avidin (present in egg 
white). But cooked egg is a rich source of biotin 
which is essential for maturation of red blood cells. 
When eggs are boiled take care to cool it 
immediately by immersing it in cold water. This will 
make the removal of shell easier. It will also prevent 
the occurrence of black discolouration of yolk by 


the formation of iron sulphide due to over boiling of 
egg. 


Lastly as the €gg contains about 240 mgs. 
of cholesterl and if eaten in large quantity may raise 


the plasma-cholesterol level. Persons suffering 
from cardio-vas 


" cular diseases should avoid the use 
Of yolk of the egg. 


Ref: Food and Nutrition. 
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SARASVATI WORSHIP IN ORISSA 
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Sarasvati, the Goddess of learning and 
fine arts occupies a place of paramount importance 
in terms of her popularity and wide appeal amongst 
the gods and goddesses of the Hindu pantheon. 
She is variously known as Vak, Vagdevi, Vagisvarl, 
Vani, Sarada, Bharati, Vinapani and so on. In India, 
learning being valued as one of the principal 
objectives of life, the Goddess Sarasvati as 
knowledge incarnate is widely worshipped from the 
very ancient times. She is worshipped by the 
Hindus, the Buddhists, the Jains, the students, the 
dancers, the musicians, the harlots etc. The 
Brahmanical Hindu worships her as a deity of 
learning and wisdom. She is also held in high 
esteem by the Jaina; the Buddhist appears to have 
borrowed this Hindu Goddess into their pantheon 
and believes that like Manjusri and Prajna Paramita, 
she bestows knowledge, intelligence and memory. 
The wide prevalence of her worship caused the 
production of a large number of images, and the 
composition of a number of stavas, stotras, astakas 
and dhyanas etc. Infact the cult of Sarasvati 
contributed remarkably to the Indian art, 
iconography and literature. 


Sarasvati is referred in Rigveda as Sarita, 


" where she is mentioned with the rivers like Ganga, 


Yamuna, Satadru, Sindhu, Sarayu etc. She is also 
invoked as a mighty stream and eulogised in the 
various sections of the Rigveda. She as a river, is 
held in high reverence and considered divine 
apparently for the sacredness of its waters. She 
grad ually acquired a sacred character and became 
the best among the mothers, rivers and 
Goddesses, A study of Rigveda shows that 
Sarasvati is primarily a river, then became Liga! 
Goddess. Yaska has referred to two types 0 
mantras relating to Sarasvati (i) as a river and (ii) 


ems that by devata, Yaska means 
ee a It is believed that the river 


the river goddess. : A = es 
Sarasvati haters have been defied for its association 


with various divinity or being thought of as an 
earthly form of the celestial form known as 
Sarasvati or being the cradle of Vedic culture or 
being taken as possessed of divine qualities of 
providing’ affluence, food and fertility; pelf and 
progress etc. by the Vedic worsipper. In post-Vedic 
literature, she was identified with vac and finally 
emerges as the pre-eminent goddess of learning 
and wisdom. Thus the worship of Sarasvati was 
continuing as a river goddess and a goddess of 
speech simultaneously in the later Vedic period. 
The Mahabharata preserves about her continuity 
of worship and mentions that it was on the banks 
of the river Sarasvati, Krishna, Bharata and 
Balakhilya had performed sacrifices. It is also 
known that king Yudhisthira is said to have visited 
the sacred ayatanas or temples of Sarasvati on 
the sea coast. The Brahmana also shows that it 
was river Sarasvati, who was regarded as a God- 
head. Once Sarasvati became a great mother 
Goddess in later Vedic period, her association with 
different legends and mythology began to appear 
in the Puranic literature. Out of the eighteen 
puranas, only ten contain references to Sarasyati. 
The Matsya purana refers to the origin of sarasvati 
from Brahma. The Bhavisya purana and the Devi 
Bhagavata purana also testify to the above view. 
However, the Brahmanda purana refers to the origin 
of Sarasvati from Mahalakshmi. The story of the 
origin of Sarasvati from Visnu can be noticed in 
the Brahmavaivarta purana and is of later origin. 
The Vaya purana however connects Sarasvati with 
Sankara. In Kalidasa's work, also, we get such an 
association from the Kumarasambhava. The 
Puranas also preserve proofs of Sarasvati's 
worship. The Puranas conceived that Brahma, 
Visnu and Siva were the first worshippers of 
Goddess Sarasvati and thereby attached much 
importance to her worship. Besides the Puranas, 
the extensive Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain 


ORISSA REVIEW % FEBRUARY- 1998 


WS 


literatures from the early historical time refer to the 
worship of Sarasvati as the Goddess of learning 
and fine arts. 


Starting from the Rigveda, the Goddess 
is represented in her different forms in the 
brahmanas, the Great Epics, the puranas, the 
agamas, the tantras and the silpa texts. The 
Brahmanical literature gives reference about the 
two, four and multi armed images of Sarasvati. The 
iconography of two armed images can be noticed 
in Agni Purana, Brahma Vaivarta Purana, 
Silparatna etc. The two-armed Sarasvati is noticed 
in the texts like Agni Purana, Matsya Purana, 
Skanda Purana, the Bhagavata Purana: while the 
description of the multi armed images are noticed 
in the texts like Vyakrutika Rahasya, Chandikaipa, 
Silparaina etc. The Svetambara and Digambara 
Jaina texts also throw light on the various 
iconographic features of Sarasvati. The Jain texts 
like the Bhagavati suira, the Mahanisitha sutra, the 
Paksika sutra, the Sarasvati-kalpa, the jinasamhita 

~ and many others refer to various forms of Sarasvati. 
The Buddhist literature like the Budahist Sadhanas, 
Nispannayogavail etc. describe five forms of 
Buddhist Sarasvati known as Vajra Sarasvati, 
Vajravina Sarasvati, Vajra sarada, Mahasarasvati 
and Arya Sarasvati. 


The iconography of Sarasvati is 
represented in Indian art at least from the Sunga- 
Kushana time. B.M.Barua has identified a 
handsome figure of a Devi as Sarasvati, which was 
carved ona railing pillar at Bharhut and now 
Preserved in Indian Museum, Calcutta, databie to 

LA. h has mentioned one of 
the Goddess with a 
ich was discovered from 
nd now preserved in 


on some post-Gupta coi 
6th - 7th Century A.D. 


In Orissa also, the im 
profusely noticed, in stone, 
The beautiful temples of 
forms of Sarasvati on its 


ges of Sarasvati are 
bronze and terracotta. 
Orissa Possess various 
walls and niches, giving 


an idea of popularity of the Goddess in ancient 
and medieval Orissa. However, in Orissan coins 
we do not have any representation of Sarasvati. 
The Sarasvati icons of Orissa are of Brahmanical 
and Buddhistic affinity. So far no Jaina icons of 
Sarasvati have been discovered in Orissa. 


TWO-ARMED ICON: 


The two-armed Brahmanical images are 
noticed from the Vaital temple, the Muktesvara 
temple, the Lingaraj temple, the Ananta-Vasudeva 
tempie (all in Bhubanesvara), the Daksha Prajapati 
temple, Banpur, at Salebhata (Balangir), Narla 
(Kalahandi) and from various other piaces. In the 
Vaital deul, the devi is seated on a lotus. Her 
ornamenis are thin and simple; however no mount _ 
can be noticed. This icon may be dated to 8th - 9th 
Century A.D. Another beautiful two-armed 
sculpture of Sarasvati, datable to Sip century hails 
from Khitching, Mayurbhanj. The piece of ari shows 
the half length figure of a seven headed Nagin! 
playing a vina. J.N.Banarjea has ideniified this 
Snake maiden with the goddess Sarasvaii. In the 
Muktesvara temple two icons of two-armed deity 
can be noticed, holding a vina with both of theif 
hands. One of the images is shown in /alitasan@ 
while the other being seated in padmasana 
Posture. Both the icons are dated to mid 10th 
century A.D. In the exterior compound wall of the 
Viraja temple, another two-armed devi, seated in 
lalitasana, and holding a vinais noticed. The image 
wears stylised and sophisticated ornaments. This 
image is also datable to 9th - 10th century A.D. A 
fine example of representation of the goddess of & 
12th - 13th Century is noticed in the Siva temple at 
Narla (Kalahandi). The deity Sarasvati is housed 


types of Sarasvati in: 
Sakti of Visny 
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Besides stone, two-armed icons of 
Sarasvati are noticed in bronzes. Various temples 
and Mathas of Orissa datable fromc 17th toc 19th 
Century have preserved two-armed bronze images 
of Sarasvati, which are generally poorly cast 
specimens and do not show iconographic 
peculiarities. A few icons of Sarasvati in terracotta 
are also preserved in local posession in the village 
Khandola, Konarka and at Risida, district 
Kalahandi. Besides, some Votive terracotta icons 
of Sarasvati datable to late medieval period have 
been recovered from various parts of Orissa. 


Some Buddhist Sarasvati images are also 
unearthed by archaeological excavation from the 
famous Buddhist site of Ratnagiri, district Cuttack. 
In Ratnagiri, the excavator Debala Mitra has 
identified at least five images from the excavated 
site. These images are invariably two-armed and 
mainly a form of Buddhist Sarasvati known as Arya- 
Sarasvati. One of the Arya-Sarasvati images, 
datable to c 10th Century A.D. reveals the two- 
armed deity as holding varadamudra with her right 
palm, the left palm is being shown with a stalk of a 
full blown lotus, resting on the seat. Above the lotus, 
can be noticed a book. Below her lotus seat, are 
noticed a kneeling male figure and two bowls with 
offerings. Another nicely carved Arya-Sarasvall 
was recovered in two fragments. She also carries 
a stalk of lotus supporting a book in the left palm 
and the other rests on the seat. The right palm 
with a circular mark in the varada muadra, placed 
on the right knee. On either site of the image isan 
attendant placed standing ona visvapadma. In the 
pedestal, can be noticed two-seated lions, probably 
the mount of the deity, a lotus-stem, a confined 
lamp, incense burner and a bowl of offerings with 
stand, All the images of Budhist Sarasvati from 
Ratnagiri are dated to c 40th - 11th Century A.D. 


FOUR-ARMED ICON: 

Four-armed images are also preserved in 
various temple art of Orissa. An image of the devi 
is found in the jagamohana of the temple of 
Madhukesvara at Mukhalingam, (now in 
Andhrapradesh). The four-armed devi carries a 
manuscript and a lotus in both of her upper hands 
and holds a vina resting on her left shoulder with 
the fingers playing on it in her lower hands. The 
: j ime period of ¢ 9th Century 
image may be giver? Sal f the four- 
A.D. Another small but beautiful image | 7 
armed deviis noticed ina gmall shrine at Kisenput, 
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district Cuttack. Here the deity holds the vina in 
her two front hands while the uplifted back hands 
has a lotus and vina respectively. Representation 
of Vidyadhara and female attendants can also be 
noticed. The mount hamse is carved on the face 
of the pedestal. The icon may be given a time period 
of c 13th Century A.D. Another beautiful image of 
the goddess is preserved in the jagamohana of 
the temple of Jalesvara at Kalarahanga, north of 
Bhubaneswar. 


Recently, a unique Sarasvati icon was 
procured from Gunpur, district Koraput and now 
preserved in Dr.N.K.Sahu Museum, Dept. of 
History, Sambalpur University. The image was 
originally within the compound of a saiva shrine. 
The devi is shown seated in virasana and well- 
ornamented. Her upper right hand holds a lotus 
stack, the upper left hand carries a pusiaka. The 
normal pair of hands are found playing the vina. 
On the middle of her forehead is depicted the third 
eye. Below the pedestal is unusually carved a 
centipede as her vehicle. No where it is found, so 
far, a centipede being the vehicle of Sarasvati. It is 
interesting to note here that some tribal people in 
Koraput and Kalahandi draw the figure ofa 
centipede on the pedestal of the deviand worship 
her. The image may be ascribed to a date of 16th 
or 17th Century A.D. : 


MULTI-ARMED ICON: 


a 

Multi-armed images of Sarasvati are very 
rare in Orissa. So far a single eight-armed image 
has come into limelight from the Somesvara temple 
at Mukhalingam. The devi is shown seated in 
sukhasana. Her normal hands play a vina. The 
remaining right hands have varada muadra, a sword 
and a book respectively, while the three left hands 
hold a vase, a pestle and a shield. The lion, the 
mount of the deity is carved at the botom to the 
left. The attributes reveal that the image contains 
aspects of Durga and Sarasvati. The image in 
discussion may be compared to the eight handed 
Mahasarasvati of the Hindu pantheon. This 
composite form of Sakta-Sarasvati may be datable 
toc 10th - 11the Century A.D. The attributes reveal 
that the devotee worships the Goddess not only 
for knowledge or spiritual improvement but also for 
their protection. 

Besides representation of Sarasvati in 
stone, bronze and terracotta, the goddess is also 
depicted ina few late medieval paintings of Orissa, 
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which are generally of two-armed and four-armed, 
with not much iconographic peculiarities. Generally 
here, the devi is shown with a vina, rosary and 
pustaka with her mount hamsa or peacock. A few 
inscriptions of medieval Orissa also refer to 
Sarasvati as the giver of knowledge. One 
Bhubaneswar Inscription of 12th Century A.D. 
reveals the goddess as the wife of Visnu. The vast 
medieval Oriya literature also sings the greatness 
of the goddess. In fact, the celebrated Oriya poet, 
Sarala Das (16th Century) conceived the goddess 
as the goddess of learning and protection, thereby, 
a form of Devi Durga. The modern Oriya poet like 
Upendra Bhanja, Gangadhar Meher and others 
also refer to the greatness of the goddess. 


The worship of Sarasvati is continuing in 
Orissa from a very early period. It can be 
mentioned here that formerly, in Orissa, when no 
earthern images of the Goddess like Durga, 
Sarasvati, Kali etc. were worshipped, in its place 
only a Kalasha or Pitcher of water, sometimes 
topped with a cocoanut was being invoked as the 


goddess and worshipped. Later on the people of 
Orissa as well as Bengal started worshiping the 
Clay images of the goddess Sarasvati in the sukla 
Panchamiday of Maghaevery year; as prescribed 
in the Bhavisya Purana. A scurtiny of the Puranas 
show that there was no particular date for her 
worship. However, generally on the fifth day of 
Magha, goddess Sarasvati is worshipped and 
Sripanchami became the day of the worship of 
Sarasvati in Orissa. The discovery of Sarasvati 
images from the nook and corner of Orissa, points 
to the wide prevalence of her worship. Still today 
the goddess is being worshipped with devotion by 
all the sections of the Orissan people, as the 
goddess of learning and fine arts. 
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stationing guards around their building. The 
provision of food supply was stopped. But the 
pressure did not produce the desired result. As 
Ranjit was keen enough to procure the Indian pride 
from the clutches of the foreigners he again 
became lenient. He promised them a number of 
rewards and royal favours. He also personnally 
marched to their residence and assured them his 
help. The Duranis ‘at last agreed to spare the 
famous diamond. The first of June, 1813 A.D. was 
fixed as the date of transfer. (D.R.Sud, P31). 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh in royal procession 
reached Lahore on the stipulated date. The two 
royal figures embraced each other. Then Suja's 
servant brought him a baggage from the inner 


apartment. The baggage was handed over to Ranjit 
Singh. 


The Maharaja opened the baggage, found 
a piece of diamond and got it examined by the 
expert who was present by his side. The expert 
confirmed the diamond as Koh-e-Noor. 


So after lapse of seven and a halt decade, 
the Indian pride came back to India. Ranjit Singh 
touched the ‘Light of the Mountain’. The age which 
was long concealed in him due to the repeated 
deceit of the Duranis now came in a flush. 


Ranjit Singh immediately left the Place 
without thanking the Afghan Chief or taking from 
him due farewel. His men Sacked the Afghan 
household and took away some more wealth and 
ornaments. However Ranjit Singh kept his Promise 
twenty five years later, helped the Britishers with 


men and money in 1838 A.D. to reinst jai 
the throne of Kabul. canes 
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Then came the unfortunate summer of 
1839 A.D. The Maharaja became fatally ill. His 
treasury was opened for the poor. Huge gifts were 
given to famous temples of Hindustan. 


On the 24th June, the Maharaja called for 
all his wealth and jewellery to his bedside. He 
pointed to the famous 'Koh-e-Noor' and wished to 
present it to Lord Jagannath of Puri, Orissa. 


Time had made the valiant so feeble that 
his last wish was not complied with. Beliram Mishra, * 
the treasure officer explained the Maharaja that by 
way of primogeniture the diamond now belonged 
to his son. (D.R.Sud, P85). 


The ailing tiger who was speedily loosing 
his stamina looked helpless when his wish was 


not cared for. The shrewdness of time defied the 
desire of a dying man. 


But neither the diamond nor the kingdom 
could be retained by his followers. Within a decade 
of his death in March 1849 Lord Dalhousie annexed 
the Punjab with the British India and snatched away 
the 'Koh-e-Noor' from Dilip Singh, son of Raniit 
Singh. Then he sent it to queen Victoria as to 
Present. (V.N.Das, P77) 


Such is the history of the glorious diamand 
that had to fall down from a divine height toa human 
hand in its helpless journey from India a Englan@- 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik in the company of players of the 
8th National Sub-Junior Champion Orissa Hockey Team ( 27.1.7.998). 
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Tributes are being paid to immortal martyrs 4 the Saheed Memorial Pillar in front of 


the State Museum, Bhubaneswar on the Martyrs' Day organised by the 
State Freedom Fighters’ Association. ; Yj 
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